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PREFACE 


On September 25 1985 Governor George Deukmejian signed 

into law A B 2104 (Chapter 965 of the Statutes of 1985) 
This legislation established under the administration of 
the California State Archives a State Government Oral 
History Program to provide through the use of oral history 
a continuing documentation of state policy development as 
reflected in California's legislative and executive 
history 

The following interview is one of a series of oral 
histones undertaken for inclusion in the state program 
These interviews offer insights into the actual workings 
of both the legislative and executive processes and policy 
mechanisms They also offer an increased understanding of 
the men and women who create legislation and implement 
state policy Further they provide an overview of issue 
development in California state government and of how both 
the legislative and executive branches of government deal 
with issues and problems facing the state 

Interviewees are chosen primarily on the basis of their 
contributions to and influence on the policy process of 
the state of California They include members of the 
legislative and executive branches of the state government 
as well as legislative staff advocates members of the 
media and other people who played significant roles in 
specific issue areas of major and continuing importance to 
California 

By authorizing the California State Archives to work 
cooperatively with oral history units at California 
colleges and universities to conduct interviews this 
program is structured to take advantage of the resources 
and expertise in oral history available through 
California's several institutionally based programs 



Participating as cooperating institutions in the State 
Government Oral History Program are 


Oral History Program 
History Department 

California State University Fullerton 

Oral History Program 

Center for California Studies 

California State University Sacramento 

Oral History Program 
Claremont Graduate School 

Regional Oral History Office 

The Bancroft Library 

University of California Berkeley 

Oral History Program 

University of California Los Angeles 


The establishment of the California State Archives State 
Government Oral History Program marks one of the most 
significant commitments made by any state toward the 
preservation and documentation of its governmental his¬ 
tory It supplements the often fragmentary historical 
written record by adding an organized primary source 
enriching the historical information available on given 
topics and allowing for more thorough historical analysis 
As such the program through the preservation and publi¬ 
cation of interviews such as the one which follows will 
be of lasting value to current and future generations of 
scholars citizens and leaders 


John F Burns 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY 


Paul V Priolo was born on July 14 1927 in San 

Francisco California He attended San Francisco public 
schools and received his BA in political science and 
public administration from the University of California 
Berkeley in 1951 He enlisted in the United States Naval 
Reserves in 1945 and earned the rank of Seaman First Class 
while serving in the Pacific theater immediately after World 
War II He married Anna Lee Kutz and had two children He 
IS presently married to Beate Katinka Streitenberger 

A moderate Republican Priolo decided to run for the 
Sixtieth Assembly District in 1966 as a "citizen-legislator 
but joined the legislature just as it became a full-time 
salaried body He served in the assembly until 1980 and 
rose to the position of minority leader 

During his tenure in the assembly Priolo served as 
chairman of the Committees on Planning and Land Use 
Elections and Constitutional Amendments and of the Select 
Committee on Landslide Prevention He was also vice- 
chairman of the Committee on Coastal Zone Resources Priolo 
began his service in the legislature at a time when 
bipartisanship and legislative compromise were dominant 
political values He witnessed the onset of strident 
partisanship which he has attributed in part to the 1978 
tax reform measure Proposition 13 Priolo's minority 
leadership spanned the administrations of Governor Ronald W 
Reagan and Governor Edmund G Brown Jr 

After leaving the legislature he became a legislative 
lobbyist At the time of the interview he was president of 
Paul Priolo and Associates in San Francisco 


ii 



1 


[Session 1 January 11 1990] 

[Begin Tape 1 Side A] 

VASQUEZ Mr Priolo to begin this oral history why don t 
you tell me a little bit about your own personal 
background where you were born and something 
about your family"^ 

PRIOLO I was born here In San Francisco sixty-two years 

ago My parents were immigrants from Sicily 

VASQUEZ What part of Sicily'? 

PRIOLO What part of Sicily'? My mother [Pauline R 

Pizzo] and her family came from the southern part 
of Sicily--so you can't get any more south than 
that--in an area near Siracusa [Syracuse Italy] 
a little town called Ferla My father's family 
are from Palermo Actually my father [Joseph J 
Priolo] was born shortly after his parents 
arrived in this country So he was born an 
American citizen My mother who is still alive 
is a naturalized citizen She came here when she 
was seven years old But we lived here in San 
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VASQUEZ 

PRIOLO 


Francisco in a if you will what was then a 
Catholic ghetto made up of mostly Italian and 
Irish immigrants 
What part of the city was that'^ 

That's called Glen Park it's kind of a 
regentrified area now I Just read in the paper 
the other day that houses in Glen Park are 
selling in the neighborhood of $250 000 
$350 000 Some of the houses my grandfather 
[Paul Priolo] built in that area he built for 
under $5 000 So those same houses today I 
guess are worth $300 000 Where is it all going 
to go? Where is it going to end*^ 

I went to school in San Francisco a product 
of the public schools I was in high school 
during World War II 
What schools did you attend”? 

I attended Glen Park Elementary School and there 
was kind of a hiatus in there for a couple of 
years while we were in Burlingame I went to 
Burlingame High School for a couple of years 
Then we moved back to the city lived in the 
Sunset [District] and I graduated from Lincoln 
High School Then 1 went into the service 
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The navy'^ 

In the navy in World War II I was very dis¬ 
appointed The war ended while I was still in 
training I was being trained to be a radar man 
which was at that point consolation for the fact 
that I couldn't get into the naval air force 
They just weren't taking people By this time 
the war was ending I went in 1945 and you 
know it was a lot 

Let me ask you a question before you move on past 
that Were you brought up in a very Sicilian 
home'’ And what does that mean to you'’ 

Well yes and no But I think at that time [it 
was] a very American home in the sense that the 
family was very very self-conscious of being 
Italian when I remember one of ray earliest 

memories is how embarrassed we all were when 
Italy invaded Abyssinia We thought that was 
just terrible because the American press said it 
was bad We were Americans and therefore if the 
president and the press said it was bad 
So that was one of my earliest recollections of 
being embarrassed and self-conscious of being an 


Italian 
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PRIOLO 
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Were you encouraged to speak Italian'^ Were you 
di scouraged'? 

At that particular point I spoke Italian And 
from that point on I was discouraged from speak¬ 
ing Italian We lived right next door to my 
mother's parents [Vincent Pizzo and Stella Pizzo] 
who spoke little or no English Therefore to 
communicate with them I had to speak Italian 1 
took most of my meals at my grandmother's house 
because she was a better cook than my mother So 
I spoke Italian My grandparents then became 
committed to the English language and to becoming 
American citizens and it was reaffirmed when 
World War II came about They did not like being 
enemy aliens 

Is that the language the press used in those 
days*^ 

I don't remember anything about the transition 
from speaking Italian to speaking English at 
all It all seemed natural Whatever your 
parents 

The term enemy alien where did that come from"^ 
We were called enemy aliens Germans and 
Italians who were not citizens living in this 
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country were aliens Because we were at war with 
those two countries we were known as enemy 
aliens I say we I wasn't My parents by 
that time My mother was an American 

citizen My father was born an American 
citizen My mother's parents became American 
citizens right at the beginning of the war His 
father died by then but my father's mother 
[Nicolina Priolo] had never become an American 
citizen She was classified as an enemy alien 
and she had to observe the curfew We were all 
very very careful to make sure that we either 
got her home by dark or if she stayed at one of 
our homes until after dark then she had to spend 
the night there So this gives you an idea of 
the basis of a law-and-order attitude that 
developed in my mind that continued on through my 
career in the legislature 

Did you ever experience any ethnic conflict as a 
result of this? 

Any ethnic conflict*^ 

Ethnic violence? Discrimination'^ 

No I didn't I never felt any discrimination at 


all When I went into the service there was a 
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little bit Somebody would call you a ginny 
and it was accepted that If somebody calls you a 
ginny you're going to fight It wasn't so much 
that you were fighting because it was an 
insult It's because when a guy calls you a 
ginny he expected to fight you and therefore 
you fought him So I did have a couple of 
fistfights when I was in the navy over that 
issue Prior to going into the navy why I was 
a We used to have fights occasionally—the 

Italians versus the Irish--but that was only on 
Sunday when we were all at the park and the 
parents were drinking beer and the ethnic thing 
would rear its head But we were all Roman 
Catholics We were all poor we all grew up in 
the streets of San Francisco and it was a good 
mix I never felt any hostility towards the 
Irish I didn't really know there was anyone in 
the world that wasn't Catholic I thought 
everybody was Catholic when I grew up So my 
first exposure to some discrimination was in the 
navy but that was almost nonexistent 

My first big awareness was when I was at 
[University of California] Berkeley and I was 
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dating a white Anglo-Saxon Protestant girl from 
Mills College It was a pretty heavy romance I 
went home with her once and I just as innocent 
as could be She did nothing to prepare me 

for it but I found that the family was not too 
enchanted that their daughter--who was going to 
an elegant girls' school—had taken up with some 
Italian kid whose father was a truck driver It 
might have been economics and it might have been 
racial but that was my first real awareness It 
was a shock I was somewhat taken aback by 
that I suspect that that had the greatest 
influence over my I guess I don't want to 

say Well maybe the best way to say it 

would be my lack of intolerance I have no 
prejudices against people of any religion I may 
have found a little later in my life that I had a 
prejudice against blacks But it was very short¬ 
lived because I just simply had never known any 
blacks 

What was that based on"^ Do you remember'’ 

Just a lack of having been exposed to them In 
our society they were second-rate citizens I 
never thought of myself as a second-rate citizen 
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Is this when you were living here in San 

Francisco 

I 

that you went through this period'^ 

I don't know I've thought about that What was 

the basis of that? It might have been my mother 
who was and still is She is alive today 

and as long as this is sealed I can say that she 
is a very intolerant person I brought home a 
Mexican-American girl [Carmen Seagrove] 

Actually she was Peruvian but to my mother they 
were all Mexicans if they were from south of the 
border I thought I was going to marry that 
girl We were both Catholic and we were very 
much in love and we were working together I was 
out of college My mother was just totally 
beside herself that I was going to marry a 
Mexican I think that probably my mother's 
influence over me had a lot to do with my 
breaking up with that girl but as it turned out 
I ended up marrying a Jewish girl [Anna Lee 
Kutz] My mother was beyond saying anything when 
I did that My present wife for the past twelve 
years is Beate Katinka Streitenberger whom I met 
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on an offical trip to Germany 

So you're saying that you were a constant 

disappointment to her'? 

Yes I guess so 

What did you learn about Americans in the 
service*? And about this country*? 

Oh I can't say in all honesty that I brought 
back any lessons about Americans I learned some 
lessons about people 
What were those*? 

I didn t think it was just Americans I remember 
being somewhat shocked about some of the less 
considerate things that people would do toward 
one another It was a good lesson maybe in 
life I never really thought going into it that 
I had to spend so much time taking care of 
myself I was more interested in and always had 
been interested in society and the people around 
me I've always enjoyed people I remember it 
was in the service when I first realized that 
you've got to really watch out for yourself 
Because some of these guys they'11 steal from 
you They will lie about you Everybody seemed 
not to be pulling together as a team That 
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disappointed me because I spent all the years I 
was in high school waiting to go into the 
service War was declared when I was a freshman 
in high school I just kept trying to get into 
the service and lying about my age because I 
wanted to go to war for my country and do what 
Americans should be doing for each other in 
preserving democracy for the world and so on 
All the things that we were told to believe But 
I remember I was somewhat shocked that we weren't 
all one big happy family in the service That 
was somewhat of a shock to me 
Did you ever serve overseas"^ 

Oh well see I was in San Diego going in radar 
school when the war ended One week later I was 
on a ship to relieve veterans so they could start 
getting them home So all of us who had not been 
in action or overseas they started shipping us 
out immediately So I got through the Pacific 
and that was kind of nice I had my eighteenth 
birthday while I was there For a young kid it 
was fun to visit all the sites of war Midway 
Island and the aircraft carrier I was on It was 


all pretty thrilling 



11 


VASQUEZ 

PRIOLO 


VASQUEZ 


PRIOLO 

VASQUEZ 

PRIOLO 
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PRIOLO 


Which earner was that"^ 

It was a small carrier It was called the CVE 
White Plains But most of my time was spent on 
shore installations 

Who if anyone or any one event in your early 
years--in your youth—had the most impact on you 
in terms of your political or social ideas'^ 

Well 1've never thought it was anyone but my 
father 

Your father? 

Yes 

Why was that'^ 

I had a deep love for my father I still do for 
his memory I just worshiped him He was just 
everything I thought a man should be very 
macho but very loving a very caring very 
emotional person My earliest recollection of 
partisanship was when my father registered 
Republican I've had people question me How 
could you with your background possibly be part 
of a party of the wealthy'’ The Protestant' s 
party'’ Why aren't you with the working man'’ 

With the other Catholics and the other 


minorities'’ 
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It's interesting why my father switched 
parties He was working for the post office He 
worked for the post office for thirty-five 
years Right after Franklin D Roosevelt became 
president he requested all federal employees to 
take a voluntary thirty-day leave without pay 
My father was right at the front of the line and 
he took his thirty-day leave without pay At 
just about the end of those thirty days the 
president canceled the program My father really 
felt like he had been had Nobody else had a 
Just this small group of early volunteers took 
their thirty days From that moment on he had 
an intense dislike for Franklin Roosevelt and 
reregistered Republican When I turned twenty- 
one I went to the polls with my dad I was 
still bringing home checks and turning them over 
to my father Very close to him We went to the 
polls together and we both voted for [Governor] 
Thomas E Dewey He is the first vote that I 
cast As far as influence I remember 

when I got out of the service—and this had an 
impact on me--I arrived home with I think I had 
three hundred dollars in my pocket Of course I 
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gave the money to my father immediately because 
that IS what sons do I got home in the fall or 
summer—I guess it was early summer around June 
or July—and was going to go to college I found 
out that I could join the 52/20 Club which was 
fifty-two weeks of twenty dollars per week 
unemployment for all veterans So after I had 
been home a short time my father called me in 
and he said How come you haven't asked me for 
any money"^ How are you getting by*^ I said 
Don't worry Dad I've got twenty dollars a 
week I am getting from the Veterans 
Administration He said How is that"^ Is that 
a new benefit'^ I said Well it's unemployment 
insurance And he said ' But you're not 
unemployed " I said I am not working and 
that's what they give to all veterans He said 
You're not out of work 
Were you working with him'^ 

No He didn't expect me to go to work that 
summer That was about the only time in his life 
that he didn't expect me to go to work because 
he had me going to work from when I was about ten 
years old I probably got my first job at ten or 
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eleven years old So I couldn't collect ray 52/20 
anyraore I had to drop out of the club And he 
sard We're not I remember the word he 

used so well He said We are not on relief 
We work and we earn our money We don't take a 
handout from the government That had a great 

great impact on me I think I have moderated 
considerably since then But when you ask about 
influence how did I become a Republican and the 
political attitudes that I had My father 

had the greatest impact on me 

Then I had a couple of instructors in 
school A high school instructor named Lucy 
Stem at Lincoln High School was my civics 
instructor She had just a real impact on me 
It was because of her I decided to study 
political science 
Oh IS that right"^ 

Then over at Berkeley Dr Samuel May who is 
kind of a legend over there He was more 

liberal than I but he certainly provoked a lot 
of thinking I didn't always come to the same 
conclusions that he did I think those two 
people had a lot to do with my forming--my 
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attitude towards government 

Now you've told me why you've decided Or 

who influenced you to go into political science 
but what did you think you were going to do with 
a B A in political science and public 
administration at Berkeley? 

Well I found out I had a very vivid 

experience and awakening that it wasn't worth 
The paper itself wasn't worth anything 
The four years certainly was worth something 
that I spent getting it I got out of school and 
I thought I'd become an attorney because in 
order to become a successful politician—at least 
in those days—we believed you had to be an 
attorney I applied for USF [University of San 
Francisco] law school Interestingly my father 
through some of his contacts in the post office 
By then he had risen through the ranks 
and was now in middle management in the post 
office He was able to make contact with then 
District Attorney Edmund G [ Pat ] Brown 
[Sr ] He requested a letter of recommendation 
from him And I went to the office of Brown He 


said he would be happy to write it but first he 
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had to meet me and talk to me As it turned out 
I got to the office and he got preoccupied I 
was in the room with him but I can't remember 
two things that were said—if anything was 
said I just remember he got distracted He did 
write the letter I did get accepted at USF 
But I guess by that time What was 

Twenty-two or twenty-three years old Twenty- 
three I was just tired of going to school and 
I decided I'd go to work 

So I went down and took the examination for 
the foreign service The idea of being in 
foreign service was kind of like being in 
politics You got a chance to travel I didn't 
prepare for the examination I really hadn t 
studied foreign relations in school 1 had 
studied public administration But I just went 
in sat down I was in there five minutes 
looking at the examination I said Well 
there's four years of college shot to hell I 
got up and walked out because there was no way I 
was going to be able to answer those questions 

I went to the university placement and found 
that in San Leandro [California] there was a job 
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as an assistant to the city clerk That was the 
only job that the university had for someone with 
ray education and background I went over to San 
Leandro and I walked into this horrible dark 
depressing city hall I looked at these people 
that were walking around and I thought Oh my 
God I don't want to look like those people in 
ten years If I work in this environment I am 

bound to So I don't even remember if I went 

through the interview I know I filled out the 
applications but I don't even remember the 
interview 

So then I decided Oh to hell with it 
I'll go back into the service Korea was just 
winding down then but it was No The 

Korean War was in 1951 I walked into the 
recruiting office and a very nice-looking woman 
who was a lieutenant junior grade as I recall-- 
might have been a full lieutenant—was inter¬ 
viewing me Then in the middle of the interview 
she said Come on let's you and I go and have a 
cup of coffee At first I thought she was 
making a hit on me and I was kind of impressed 
with that because she was a nice-looking lady I 
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remember this very clearly We went to get 
coffee and she asked me flat out after a few 
questions Do you really want to go into the 
service*^ I said Hell no I don't want to go 
back into the service I told myself it was a 

cop-out I hadn't found a job Therefore I was 
going to go back into the service 

So that's how I ended up in retailing The 
Emporium was interviewing college graduates for 
expansion of their stores A couple of my 
fraternity brothers had jobs there and they said 
they really liked it 
What fraternity were you in'^ 

Phi Kappa Tau So that's how I got into 
retailing and started my career 

Twice you indicated that early on you wanted to 
be in politics you wanted to be a politician 
How did that happen'? 

I think it was maybe Lucy Stem more than 
anything else 
Way back then"? 

That did it I had just a high regard for people 
in political life at that time These were 
people that to me were really up on the 
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pedestal That was all part of my upbringing of 
being patriotic and enchanted with the American 
way of life and what have you If a person was 
in a position of making decisions in behalf of 
people—of the population--why I would want to 
be a part of it My mother had always said she 
hoped I would be a politician To her anyone 
that could talk as much as I did had to be a 
politician 

Pat Brown was something of a local hero here in 
San Francisco Was he to you'’ 

Oh yes 

Despite the fact that he was a Democrat'’ 

Oh yes Yes I was extremely impressed with 
going to his office I didn't feel strong 
partisanship when I first got out of school I 
think my feeling of partisanship really didn't 
start until I ran for office Then it was 
expected of me I don t think I was ever 
considered in the legislature as a hard 
partisan I believe ray reputation there was 
dependent on who you talked to Democrats they 
would call me a moderate decent guy 
Republicans would say a guy who doesn't fully 
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have his convictions all put together because he 
isn't as conservative as he ought to be On the 
other hand I rose to be a minority leader I 
felt that 
Vindication*^ 

I felt vindicated by that of course 

We're going to get into that in more detail 

Let's sort of generally go over your professional 

career all the way up to the present Then we'll 

go back and focus on your political career So 

you went into retailing as what*^ A salesman*^ 

It was a training program to become a buyer at 
the Emporium They were going to build 
Stonestown and I guess other outlets were in 
their long-range program They were developing a 
core of young executives to work in these other 
stores While I was there I met my first wife 
I've been married twice now 
What was her name'’ 

Pardon me'’ 

What was her name’’ 

Anna Lee Kutz She was a trainee ahead of me 
She had started there six months ahead of me out 
of Stanford [University] She and I got married 
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and went to Los Angeles to Join her family's 
retail business 
Which was? 

Her family had a retail photography business in 

Santa Monica and in Westwood 

What was it called? Do you remember’’ 

It was called Stewart Photo Company It was 
originally owned by Anita Stewart the old-time 
movie actress My wife's parents [Walter and 
Ella Kutz] bought the store from her Her father 
had died and her mother was running the business 
with the help of a new husband Her mother was 
an extremely good business person She saw the 
business was in trouble and she needed some new 
blood So she persuaded us to come down there 
and to move into the business Unfortunately 
her new husband and I were oil and water It 
just was a terrible mix So it didn't last very 
long We came back to San Francisco 
What year would this be more or less'’ 

This should be around 1951 Let's see my 

son had Just been born—1953 
Is this Jeffrey [Priolo]'’ 

Yes Jeffrey was born in '53 No it was '54 
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The summer of '54 Boy I'11 never forget 
that We were on [Pacific] Coast Highway and got 
caught in a traffic jam You think they have 
traffic jams now they had them then too 
thirty-five years ago It was so goddamned hot 
that if I could have turned the car around made 
a U-turn and come back to San Francisco I would 
have It was just miserable So it was summer 
of '54 But we only lasted a short time We 
came back north and wanted to go back to the 
Emporium They had a policy against hiring 
married people They didn't mind if you got 
married while you were there So she stayed 

She went to the Emporium and I went into 
selling on the road 
For who? 

For Reynolds Aluminum Company So I was a 
pioneer selling Reynolds Aluminum when people 
used to call it tinfoil 
Tinfoil'^ 

Yes So then we went back down south We cut a 
new deal with the in-laws and moved back down 
We stayed there for many years While I was 


there I was active in the chamber of commerce 
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I was president of the junior chamber of 
commerce I was in charge of building the Santa 
Monica Mall and gained somewhat of a unique 
reputation because with the help of the city 
manager 

Who would that be*^ 

A guy named Perry Scott A very controversial 
extremely capable city manager I shouldn't say 
with his help He with my help we built 

the mall Some people wanted him to call it the 
Paul Mall but that didn't go over too well But 
because it was built with private funds 
We used a government means of bonding process 
but The bonds were issued by the 

government and sold by the government but they 
were retired and paid for with private funds— 
with an assessment district that was created for 
that mall To do a civic improvement with 
private funds was quite unique I developed a 

reputation as a result of that [It was] just 

about the time that we had the one-man one-vote 
decision where all the assemblymen in Los 
Angeles--some seventeen or so of them--all ran 
for new senate seats I think prior to that 
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"there had only been one S'tate senate seat 
It was the assemblymen running for senate seats'^ 
All these vacancies for assembly that were 
created I was in the right place at the right 
time A terrible thing that I did was A 

woman named Clo Hoover was mayor of Santa 
Monica And we were just shocked at the thought 
that a woman was going to go to Sacramento to be 
our representative Because it just wasn't 
thought of that a woman was going to hold a 
seat There was one woman in the legislature 
[Congresswoman] Margaret Chase Smith was in 
Congress 

[Assemblywoman] Pauline L Davis she was in the 
assembly*^ 

Yes but these were people who in most cases we 
just said Oh well when their husbands died 
they just carried on But they were just an 
exception and not the rule that we just got 
motivated Although I had never been involved in 
politics before I became motivated by the fact 

You had never been involved in any of the 
Republican clubs'^ 
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Never never 
Anything 

Never Well I had done one bit of precinct 

walking 

For”^ 

For [Senator Thomas H ] Tom Kuchel which shows 
that even the little bit that I had done was for 
a liberal Republican And I had been named the 
chairman of Pacific Palisades for Nelson 
Rockefeller I wanted to do some work but was 
told by [Stewart] Stu Spencer who was managing 
the campaign He said Oh Paul we just 

wanted your name We’re going to buy this 
election We’ve got so damned much money that 
there is no way they can stop us Of course 
Nelson Rockefeller was defeated and did not get 
the nomination He lost to Barry Goldwater But 
that was the extent of my political 
involvement It came home to roost because when 
I ran the same year as [Governor] Ronald Reagan 
which IS when conservatism was peaking out just 
after Barry Goldwater and now Ronald Reagan And 
on my resume it showed that I had worked for Tom 
Kuchel and Nelson Rockefeller I had a hell of a 
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hard -time in the primary beating Clo Hoover who 
was the darling of the conservatives 

VASQUEZ Let's come back to that All the time that you 
were in the legislature what did you do 
professionally'? Apart from being a professional 
politician'? Did you stay in business? 

PRIOLO Oh shortly after I was in You see when I 

ran we had Proposition lA^ on the ballot the 
same year When I ran I thought I was running 
for a $6 000 part-time Job and planned just to 
stay in the retail business My mother-in-law 
knew I was unhappy with the confinement of the 
30 b but she was semiretired at that point She 
figured okay she would cover for me long enough 
for the transition But remember you're 
supposed to be running this business and I am 
going to retire What happened was 1 woke up on 
the day after election as an assemblyman with a 
$16 000-a-year full-time job And I tried to do 
both My mother-in-law found herself working 
full-time at the store and I'm working part-time 


1 Proposition la (November 1966) measure making the 
legislature a full-time body 
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there As time went on less and less was I 
there I had to make a choice between the 
legislature and the business 
By when'? By your second term”? 

That was in 1968 when I decided to run for 
reelection 

So by your second terra you had to 
Before my second term Before 
You had to fish or cut bait? 

I had to fish or cut bait So I left the family 
business in '68 and went to go full-time with the 
legislature Did a little part-time work 
As what'? 

At the store but then that wasn't too good We 
had experiences of picketing in front of the 
store because I had co-authored the repeal of 
the Rumford Fair Housing Act ^ So all the people 
that were pro-Rumford set up pickets out in front 
of our store My mother-in-law who was very 
very liberal--she is the stereotype Jewish League 
of Women Voters liberal--was absolutely 
shocked One that there were pickets in front 
of her store and two on the issue 


1 


Proposition 14 (November 1964) 
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[Laughter] So that's when it all came to a real 
head and I just separated from the store and 
went full-time I had some resources at that 
time and was able to live on the $16 000 with the 
resources that I had But it wasn't easy It 
was not easy I had no other income on a regular 
basis I did some syndicating for builders that 
would In those days it was a big business 

to go out and put together a group of investors 
build apartments sell them in seven years and 
take some tax benefits I got points in each one 
of these projects plus a thousand [dollars] or 
two So that supplemented my income I did a 
few things like that but Then by the time 

I really got into it and came into a position of 
leadership in the legislature there was no time 
for anything else The legislative process is 
just totally consuming It absolutely devours 
you It takes you away from your business It 
takes you away from your family It takes you 
away even from things for yourself I found 
myself more and more asking myself What about 
you’’ When are you going to do something for 
yourself'^ 
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Dad it: cause conflict in your family life? 

Well I ended up an a davorce I know it had a 
lot to do with it It wasn t the only reason 
but the lafe-style had a lot to do with at The 
beang away from home Basac problems an the 
marraage 

Were both your children with the same woman? 

Yes yes 

Your daughter also'^ Jann [Praolo]'^ 

Yes Jann She was born three years after her 
brother 1956 You know leavang early Monday 
mornang and seeing those two lattle faces an the 
wandow an the upstairs bathroom wath tears an thear 
eyes because Daddy was going away for 
I'd go away Monday mornang and come back Thursday 
naght And at really took ats toll Then I'd 
come home on weekends and 
Where dad you live*^ 

In Pacafic Palasades 
In Sacramento? 

Oh an Sacramento I spent almost the entare 
tame I was an the legaslature I roomed 

wath [Assemblyman Wxlliam] Bill Campbell And 
for a while with [Assemblyman Peter F ] Pete 
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Schabarum I mean there were three of us 
Campbell Schabarum and Priolo That's another 
story which we really ought to get into sometime 
Okay 

And for a short time with Campbell [Assemblyman 
Robert C ] Bob Cline Priolo Schabarum went to 
the [Los Angeles County] Board [of Supervisors] 
Cline took his place But Campbell and I were 
roommates almost the entire time developed a 
very warm and close friendship 

Did you find it to be more effective being there 
by yourself rather than living in Sacramento with 
your family'^ 

Not at all not at all What I found was I was 

out horsing around at nighttime 

Well that is what I was getting at Was that 

more effective for you'^ Were you able to make 

more deals or get to know more people? Make more 

friends'^ 

Well I think because of going out I became close 
to a number of people Because at nighttime we 
were all at loose ends [Assemblyman James A ] 
Jim Hayes and I became very close friends We 
used to go out to dinner together quite a bit 
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Before him [Assemblyman David A ] Dave Roberti 
and I I think the Italian connection had 
something to do with it but we found that we 
didn't have an awful lot in common other than 
that But we did go to dinner quite a bit Then 
Campbell and I became roommates Between the two 
of us the other friends we made going to dinner 
with them in the evenings going to movies going 
to all the lobbyist functions that there were 
gave you an opportunity to socialize with your 
colleagues and overcome what I think exists 
today these hard-ass ideological differences 
that they have We weren't Republicans and 
Democrats first I think we were all legislators 
first That isn't just nostalgia damn it That 
is a fact 
Was It healthier*^ 

Pardon me? 

Was it healthier*^ 

Oh I think so 

Was it more productive for California politics'^ 

I think it was far more productive I remember 
one time standing on the floor talking to my good 
friend [Assemblyman] Jack [R ] Fenton who was a 
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majority leader (I don't know if he was at the 
time ) We were talking about the right-wingers 
in my caucus and the left-wingers in his caucus 
VASQUEZ Just a second 

[End Tape 1 Side A] 

[Begin Tape 1 Side B] 

PRIOLO We were saying 'Gee maybe we ought to form a 
third caucus for all the rest of us We were 
really the majority Jack was a liberal I 
think if you had to have a label on him But 
not in a sense of the GDC [California Democratic 
Council] of the time or the 
VASQUEZ California Republican Assembly'^ 

PRIOLO That was the Yes the CDC that [United 

States Senator] Alan Cranston had formed Or I 
was conservative but not in the sense of the 
United Republicans for California We were 
saying Maybe we ought to just get one caucus 
made up of a group that gets the things done 
around here There still are a lot of moderates 
in Sacramento but the two extremes had been 
running things up there I had heard about how 
[Assemblyman John] Vasconcellos used to stand up 
in the Democratic caucus and say the most god- 
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awful things about Republicans There are no 
secrets in Sacramento You know everything that 
is said in each caucus and he was one of the 
more vocal anti-Republican people 'How could 
you possibly associate with those terrible 
people'^ By the same token we had [some] in our 
caucus that were convinced that by any other name 
they were really communists 

Who were some of those folks'^ Who comes to mind"^ 
When I was there [Assemblyman Robert E ] Bob 
Badham would be one of the very conservative 
Although Bob always kept his sense of 
humor and therefore was still popular and 
friendly But he definitely would be a leader of 
the right wing [Assemblyman] John [V ] Briggs 
was most definitely one I guess in the final 
analysis in the split in the caucus 
Although when I first went in I was romanced by 
[Assemblyman Robert T ] Bob Monagan and 
[Assemblyman William T ] Bill Bagley Because of 
my background they just assumed I would 
automatically fall into their camp 
Let's come back to that Let's finish out your 
profession So then once you leave the 
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legislature what did you do'’ What did you go 
into in 1980'’ 

Oh in 1980? What I am doing right now I 

became a lobbyist 

For? 

I set up my own firm and got some clients 
Who were some of your clients'’ 

Well my earliest client was a little 
[independent] rump group of chiropractors who 
were not in agreement with the rest of the 
[California] Chiropractic society 
[Association] I guess they were my very first 
client that I had Then I hit the jackpot and 
got National Medical Enterprises [Inc ] who to 
this day IS my principal most important 
client [They] take up most of the time The 
greatest amount of effort goes into their work 
and they compensate well I've had quite a few 
of them over the years They come and go as you 
do a job for them I had a firm that wanted to 
do off-track betting General Instrument 
Corporation It was in favor of building a big 
facility for a theater track simultaneously 
showing a race on a big screen and having 



35 


VASQUEZ 

PRIOLO 


VASQUEZ 


PRIOLO 

VASQUEZ 

PRIOLO 

VASQUEZ 

PRIOLO 


paramutual betting They were one of my 
clients We now have that but it's at the 
existing tracks rather than 
Off site? 

Yes American Honda is a client Mars [Inc ] 
candy Owens-Illinois California Coin Dealers 
[Association] Pepperdine University It seems 
almost a shame that I charge them now for what I 
used to do when I was their legislator for 
free I don't charge them much however Oh I 
have another small computer firm [CVR] 

What are the advantages as a lobbyist to having 
been in the legislature"^ And what are the 
greatest disadvantages'^ 

The greatest advantage is access obviously 
The knowledge of the process'^ 

Pardon me*? 

And knowledge of the process'^ 

Oh and a knowledge of the process That's 3 ust 
second nature I don't think anybody gets to be 
a successful lobbyist if they don t have a 
knowledge of the process So you don't have to 
have been a member of the legislature to have 
knowledge of the process 
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By access you mean knowing people'^ 

Yes getting to spend time with legislators 
Bill Campbell Just left the legislature and he 
is with the California Manufacturers 
Association Well it is going to take a while 
for him to wind down his close relationship with 
members of the legislature It’s going to happen 
through attrition that there aren't going to be 
as many of his old friends around That's what 
happened with me I'm not as close with those 
members of the legislature today as I was then 
Are you less effective because of that'’ 

Oh I don't think so I don’t think so I still 
am able to use my reputation gained both as a 
legislator and a lobbyist to get access to 
legislators I was about to say when I was a 
knock-around at nighttime in Sacramento and going 
off on trips [Speaker of the Assembly] Willie 
[L ] Brown [Jr ] and I were very close He and I 
were part of the same group which was known in 
those days as the Moretti gang [Speaker of 
the Assembly Robert] Bob Moretti was the leader-- 
as he was in anything--Bob Moretti was We were 


a group of leaders who got together and were led 
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by Bob Moretti And Willie Brown was definitely 
a part of that Willie and I were extremely 
close friends When I left the legislature 

I went to his dinner--or reception—the 
night that he was first elected [Speaker of the 
Assembly] and he was standing outside when I 
walked in He came up and gave me a big 
handshake and said I'ra really glad you came 
There's only one thing missing to make this 
evening this day successful and that is if Bobby 
could be here Well Bobby at that time was 
still alive but he was overseas But we were 
definitely a part of that group 
Party affiliation notwithstanding"^ 

To this day I'll be at Willie's daughter's 
wedding I am happy to say that I was invited to 
that I may not be too enchanted if 1 find out 
that all members of the legislature were 
invited But even if they are I'm not a member 
of the legislature I know that others who are 
close friends or consider themselves or at 
least pass themselves off as close friends of the 
speaker were not included I've been included 
in many parties Willie is a great party thrower 
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as you know You'll see maybe two or three 
lobbyists in attendance and I'll be one of 
them I'm pleased that he still remembers that 
close relationship which we are unable to have 
now because he travels in a totally different 
circle than I do He has to spend his time in 
maintaining his leadership and his position by 
paying attention to his constituency of 
Democratic legislators and Republicans too So 
he doesn't have time to spend with me except on 
these rare occasions 

How do you feel about rules and regulations and 
even laws that limit access of lobbyists for at 
least a period of time'’ Especially if they had 
been in the legislature’’ It is sort of a 
conflict of interests problem 

I am a product of a guy who got to be a lobbyist 
immediately upon leaving the legislature I 
don't have any problem I don't think that I did 
anything untoward or Improper as a lobbyist If 
there is a problem it has to do with the 
financial contributions I think that's where 
it's necessary to make corrections in the 
process not in who is going to be able to lobby 
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and who isn't I think that's bullshit to say 
that [when] a guy leaves the legislature he can't 
be a lobbyist for a year or two years Why not 
three years? Why not seven years'^ Why not 
twenty-two years'^ You know what is the magic 
number? After a year or two isn't going to make 
any difference They're still a former member 
If I I would say that if that happens if 

a person is inclined to still stay in the process 
in some way that he can go to work for a 
corporation He doesn't have to do any lobbying 
but he could still go to Sacramento and do things 
that I as a lobbyist can't do He can walk on 
the floor of the legislature because you have 
that for life that privilege You have it for 
life I don't as a lobbyist 
Because you are a lobbyist'^ 

You know I have dreams constantly I have 
dreams that I am talking to my friends on the 
floor of the legislature and all of a sudden 
I'11 say Oh my God I am committing a 
felony' Then I'll be sneaking out and maybe 
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Jerry Gilliam^ or some member of the press has 
seen me sneaking out These are recurring dreams 
that I have of getting caught committing a 
felony I mean I never dream about committing 
the felony of bribing somebody and having the FBI 
[Federal Bureau of Investigation] catch me out 
I dream of the goddamned press catching me on the 
floor And I've committed a felony' 

Is there a mystique to being able to walk on that 
floor*? 

Oh there is no question about it 
More than one interviewee has told me that it is 
a good feeling and something that you treasure 
Oh I miss that feeling I don t now At first 
it bothered me not to be able to do it When I 
first became a lobbyist here in the temporary 
quarters that was neat because we were allowed 
to sit in the gallery which was on the same level 
as the legislators But the moment they went 
back to their regular chambers we were moved 
upstairs You won't see me upstairs very much 
You don't sit with the gargoyles'? 

No no [Laughter] 

Political writer for the Los Angeles Times 
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What impact Let me put it this way 

first The Third House its influence on the 
legislature how has it changed since you first 
got there in 1966 to today? 

I don't honest to God believe that the Third 
House has any greater influence on legislators 
today than they had then Because if we're going 
to be honest about the way it was then that was 
pre-Proposition 9 ^ You never bought a meal in 
Sacramento You never paid for your own trips to 
Las Vegas or to Newport Beach or to San Diego 
You never paid for your own booze In some 
cases you never bought your own athletic 
equipment Lobbyists just automatically 
Well I won't say they were automatically 
Legislators It was both ways Legislators 

had their hand out for contributions in kind--not 
dollars but in kind—such as tennis lessons 
And when you get to the tennis lessons a whole 
tennis outfit is waiting for you That is put on 
the bill of the lobbyist who is paying for the 


1 Proposition 9 (June 1974) measure that 
established the Fair Political Practices Commission 
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tennis lessons 

What is the goal of that*? 

Pardon me? 

What's the objective of that? 

On the part of the lobbyist it was access 
to To just say all it buys is access is 

bullshit It buys a lot more than that 
It buys influence"^ 

Of course it buys influence So much of what you 
do in the legislative process when you cast your 
votes you really don't give a damn about a 
particular issue 1 mean you're voting on three 
thousand issues How could you possibly bleed 
over all three thousand issues'’ Well individual 
lobbyists can bleed over their couple of issues 
that they have It may just happen to be that's 
an issue you don't give a damn about And this 
IS a guy who has always taken good care of you 
So you give him the vote Or I should use past 
tense gave him the vote Because it made no 
difference to you one way or the other 

Now I can remember the bankers and the 
savings and loan both took awfully good care of 
me I was on the Finance and Insurance 
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Committee and anything that I could possibly 
want--or they thought that I could want—was 
available within reason In the way of if I 
wanted to host a dinner for twenty people I 
could call one of those lobbyists and say I 

want to put on a dinner for twenty people Will 

you be the host'^ They'll tell you Of 
course But in Finance and Insurance Committee 
very often it was the banks versus the savings 
and loan So one of them ain't going to make 
It Well it certainly wasn't the one who 
happened to pay for twenty-five people instead of 
fifteen people I think both of them had their 
fair shot of telling me what their position was 
and I called it the way I saw it But there were 
times when it got to be a little bit 
uncomfortable for When a lobbyist that I'd 

gotten to know real well and he let me know that 
this was extremely important to him and I had 
voted against him And I suspect in all 

honesty I probably under those circumstances 
sometimes voted for him Because after all he 
had taken good care of these things My 
apartment in Sacramento always had booze in it 
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I never paid for it I had a lot of parties 

I never paid for the parties I never paid 
for the caterer Frank Fats food giant buffets 
were at these parties We used to insist that 
the lobbyists buy the food from Frank Fats 
because Wing Fats was Just a hell of a decent 
guy If we could throw the business his way we 
would do it I don't know if they still do that 
up there if he still has that kind of connection 
but Wing and I are both the same age 

We've had a lot of good laughs together He used 
to go to the movies with Moretti Campbell 
Fenton and I all the time So we tried to throw 
business his way So influence was acquired in 
that manner by lobbyists in those days prior to 
the passage of Proposition 9 
What has Proposition 9 done'’ 

Proposition 9 did away with that 
But what has it done’’ Has it given us better 
government'’ A more honest government’’ Less 
influence buying or peddling if we want to use a 
term as strong as that’’ Has it fulfilled the 
platform promises’’ 

Yeah I understand the question I'm just not 
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really sure about the answer I think that it's 
not the pre-Prop 9/post-Prop 9 I think it s 
pre-partisanship/post-partisanship If you want 

to talk about the way things were then and the 
way things are now as far as the product that we 
received I think that the product that the 

people received when there was this rampant 
spending on behalf of legislators in Sacramento 
was better than the product that's being produced 
today But that isn’t because of a restriction 
on the spending I think it's a matter of 
timing And the timing it falls into the 
category of better then than now Is that the 
reason'^ No What is the reason"^ Partisan¬ 
ship The partisanship came shortly after the 
passage of Proposition 9 When I was minority 
leader I was out of town one day—I think I was 
in Washington D C —when I had my whip with me 
[Assemblyman] Bruce Nestande When we came back 
we found that our caucus had voted and gone to 
[Assembly] Speaker [Leo T ] McCarthy and said 
We want all Republicans sitting on one side and 
all Democrats on the other side When I got 
back McCarthy called me in He said 'Is this 
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what you really want'^ ' I hit the roof I said 
It's the last thing I want I went back to my 
caucus and found out that I was out-voted 
Who initiated that'’ 

[Assemblyman Patrick J ] Pat Nolan 

Pat Nolan I really want to come back in more 

detail 

To this day they sit on one side It's almost 
considered heresy to talk to a member of the 
other party in the minds of some of those 
members These young kids come to Sacramento and 
they are put in that kind of a situation Now 
here's the way it is They sit there and we sit 
here They're the bad guys We're the good 
guys I think that is the reason why 
What does that do to the legislative process'’ 

That's what I think It has been damaging to the 
legislative process Partisanship has created 
these awesome expensive campaigns Yes there 
was a quest for power on the part of both parties 
when I was there But it didn't become quite as 
important It wasn't quite as important as it 
has since become now where campaigns for assembly 
are now getting up to a million dollars A 
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million dollars' Where the hell is that money 
going to come from? Well it can only come from 
people who are interested in influencing what 
happens in the legislative process Goddamned 
little money comes from people who just say I 
want to participate in the process I ask 
nothing more from it than the opportunity of 
contributing There might be a fraction of a 
percentage—a point—of that money that goes into the 
process Everybody else Well that is 

probably not fair There are a lot of people who 
contribute to their party just because they 
believe in their party and they re not thinking 
in terms of the specific power efforts that go on 
in the legislature But the overwhelming amount 
of money that is contributed to the process is 
contributed for one reason only to influence 
If you want to influence a legislator you have 
to give money to a campaign And campaigns have 
gotten so damned expensive now that legislators 
are on the telephone constantly asking for money 
This may Don't take this as an unfair 

question and because this interview will be 
closed for as long as it will I will ask it Is 
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someone like Senator Joseph [B ] Montoya so far 
off the mark that the press is painting him as 
someone that is so money hungry? On another 
level you get the sense that he is playing the 
game Perhaps not as smoothly as others but 
that is the name of the game 

Yes I think you just said it perhaps not 
as smoothly as others He plays He 

IS playing the same game with one or two 
exceptions that is played by every member of 
that legislature up there Some of them are 
really awkward in doing it Many of them are 
uncomfortable in doing it Others are very adept 
at doing it Damn it almost all of them are 
doing it One comes to mind immediately 
[Assemblyman Robert G ] Bob Beverly has never had 
a fund-raiser But then again Bob Beverly 
doesn't have to Money automatically is being 
given to Bob because he is a good business 
vote So the business community wants to see Bob 
Beverly stay in office He has a Republican 
district so the Democrats don't go after him 
By the same token he is very moderate in his 
politics and liberal groups —such as unions— 
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want him to stay there because they know a 
Democrat can't win that district So it is 
better to contribute to keep him in office than 
have some right-winger come in So Bob never has 
to go out and raise money But most of them 
haven't got that kind of a situation So they 
are all out for many many reasons and we can 
start Maybe that's a different part of the 

interview We can talk about that But they're 
all doing it Montoya just didn't do it as 
smoothly What I'm guessing so far in this trial 
of Montoya is maybe he'll get convicted I don't 
think he will If I had to put money on it I 
guess my money would go for his not being 
convicted But the whole legislature will be 
convicted in the process because of all this 
dirty linen that is being aired Now I don't 
know if that's bad or good Sometimes you have 
to hit rock bottom before you can start going up 

Do you think he will get reelected though'^ 

It sounds like we're The thing that I 

can't understand is that in spite of all this 
stuff that is coming out in the press today I'm 
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Still getting five six phone calls a day from 
legislators soliciting funds for their fund¬ 
raising The rule is Make the call yourself 
because it is harder for special interests to say 
no to you than it is to a staffer ' They are not 
checking to find out if I have a bill before 
their committee next week 
Just have money'’ 

They don't get around to relating me or the 
client to the issue to the committee It's 
just Oh yes you represent so-and-so So 
you've got people to contribute They don't 
give a damn who it comes from Oh some of them 
spell It out and then that's Then they're 

really getting on thin ice [They] spell out 
which client they want to get because after all 
I'm on that committee-type of thing But right 
now those committees have got so many bills in 
front of them that I'm sure if somebody wants to 
make a connection between a phone call to a 
lobbyist and a bill and a committee it's the 
sort of thing that they could go in and do to 
them what they're doing to Montoya right now 
They haven't slowed down They haven't missed a 
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Stroke 

Do you think the FBI could have picked any number 
of others the same way they did Montoya and 
gotten as much mileage'^ 

No I think he was the least smooth I think 
that is why [informer John] Shahabian went to 
him They [the FBI] probably sat down with 
Shahabian and said Well I know how they 

operate When I was minority leader they sat 
down with me They talked to me about various 
people that they wanted to go after and wanted my 
opinion What a damned fool I was I sat there 
and cooperated with them What do you do when 
the FBI walks in"^ All they were looking for is 
fall guys So Maybe it's not I just 

hate to see the process destroyed 
It's politics 

But maybe it has to be Maybe You know 

I'm sitting here bitching about the behavior of 
the legislators on the one hand and saying I 
feel badly about seeing what is happening I 
guess they're asking for it That's too bad 
We'11 come back to that part in more detail 
tomorrow Let's get into your assembly career 
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If I understand you correctly your decxslon to 
run for the assembly was because a woman was 
going to be representing your district? 

Oh that’s what got me into the idea Again 
boy for a guy who now supports equal rights 
amendments when I think back on all these things 
I did about women in those days The other 

thing was that I was in the store working with my 
mother-in-law I guess even though she was 
easing out I had a resentment against her and 
wanted to make a change I guess I really wanted 
to find something other than retailing and here 
was an opportunity to get out I became a civic 
activist because I felt confined in my store and 
having women around me I suffered for male 
companionship I don't want you to make any 
connection with my moving to San Francisco 
[Laughter] The first thing was I joined the 
junior chamber of commerce and I became the 
president of the junior chamber All the past 
presidents have a kind of a club and we sat 
around and talked about who was going to run for 
office None of us had ever had any idea what it 
all meant but we were full of piss and 
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vinegar We were leaders and Why shouldn't we 
be the ones to put this thing together'^ And we 
did it We took on the pros and we did it 

I still had my political science background 
1 had this desire to be in politics and the 
timing was there In politics timing is 
everything You've got to be in the right place 
at the right time You've got to be in the right 
place at the right time You've got to have the 
foresight or you've got to be sufficiently aware 
to know the opportunity is there Then you've 
got to have the courage to make the decision to 
do it And that's politics from the day-one 
decision [through] your entire career All those 
things fell into place for me So it wasn't just 
because of the woman It was because in my 
personal life I wanted to make a change But if 
I am going to be honest God when I think 

about this one I cringe I succeeded 
[Assemblyman Robert S ] Bob Stevens 
Robert Stevens 

Robert Stevens who at that time I just thought 
was everything I would ever hope to be as an 
elected representative It was a very short time 
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after I was in Sacramento that I realized how 
misguided I was because I didn't think too 
highly of him as a legislator But he helped me 
in my first election He came to me for the very 
same reason I mentioned The fact that this 
woman was going to come to Sacramento this 
right-wing woman It wasn't just a woman it was 
a right-wing woman It was two strikes against 
her There was a group of Westwood people that 
were very concerned that she was the strongest 
candidate They heard about me from a local 
editor from the Santa Monica Evening Outlook and 
they approached me I guess that was my first 
successful political effort Because we kind of 
orchestrated that making them think it was their 
idea to come to my chamber 
What chamber is this'^ 

[Santa Monica] Junior Chamber [of Commerce] our 
past president's group 

Let s lay out the context and then we'll get 
into the details Let's look at the Sixtieth 
[Assembly] District 

Okay Well in the course of that campaign 
Maybe this is a story I just have to tell I 
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used an anecdote that Stevens had related to me 
which was that a lot of decisions are made in the 
men's room You have to see You have to 

know Bob Stevens to know how His eyes were 

half-closed and looked like this was really 
something important You know what is the 
assemblywoman from Santa Monica going to do if 
she is not allowed in the men's room where those 
decisions are made? I can tell you Bob Stevens 
never was a party to making a decision in the 
men's room That was bullshit But I believed 
him at the time I actually had the nerve to do 
a play on that in my campaign as to why the 
people should elect me rather than her I mean 
I even used it at coffee hours I had sixty 
coffee hours I'll bet at forty of those coffee 
hours I used as one of the reasons for voting for 
me instead of her that I could share in the 
camaraderie of the men to become a more effective 
legislator Because as a woman she would be an 
outsider It obviously worked But you have to 
remember that was before any thoughts of women's 
liberation It was in Pacific Palisades where 
most women in those days—and maybe a lot of them 
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today—are very content with the role of being 
the woman and [letting] the man go out in the 
world and make the decisions 

Now the Sixtieth District took in Brentwood 
Castellamare part of Los Angeles Mandeville 
Canyon Ocean Park Santa Monica West L A and 
Westwood right'’ 

Yes Malibu Did you mention Malibu? 

Was Malibu in the district at that time'’ 

Yes Malibu was common to both districts 

Yes The registration was 50 percent Republican 

48 percent Democrat 

I think when I first went in it might have been 
even a little bit higher Republican 
A little bit higher Republican'’ So you had that 
going for you How did you structure your 
campaign'’ Who ran your campaign and what was 
your theme'’ It couldn t possibly have been I' m 

a man she's a woman I 11 be more effective 
It had to be more than that 

I went to see Stewart Spencer and asked him to 

run the campaign and he turned me down 

Why’’ 

He said he had too many jobs going He admits 
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today he just didn't want the campaign and we're 
pretty good friends He sent me to Mickey 
Cantor Not Mickey Cantor Sandy [Weiner] Oh 
God what is Sandy's last name? I've gone blank 
on it 

We'11 come back to it 

We retained him and he skipped town with some of 
the money [Laughter] He didn't pay the 
bills So the campaign really essentially was 
taken over by a man who was a friend of Bob 
Stevens who was from Westwood And by a couple 
of former JC presidents [Robert Meyer William 
Martensen William Fritzsche] who had no 
experience in politics whatsoever The strategy 
we developed was one of the toughest decisions I 
ever made They 3 ust looked at the demographics 
of the district and looked at who the various 
candidates were There was something like eight 
or nine candidates [Robert K ] Bob Dornan was 
one of them They decided that seven thousand 
votes was all that was going to be necessary to 
win that election 
This was in the primary*^ 

In the primary Oh the primary was tantamount 
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You had Leo Fensten? 

He was the opponent He was the Democrat 

Richard [J ] Collins Republican Jack Feder 

Republican Don Frederick Republican 

I've forgotten all those names 

Barrick J Griffith Republican Clo Hoover 

Republican Bonnie Riedel Republican 

Bonnie Riedel 

And yourself 

Yes 

The records don t show Dornan being in it 
No He dropped out 
He dropped out'? 

At the very end 

At the very end”? All right 

We looked at the demographics and they conceded 
Westwood to Bonnie Riedel They conceded Santa 
Monica to Clo Hoover I just didn't want to 
accept that I mean I thought that was 
horrible Because I had been junior chamber 
president I had been the guy on the mall I had 
my name in the paper all the time and I was 
willing to go toe-to-toe with her They said no 

and this hurt my ego again Boy how the woman 
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thing used to bother me They said Your wife 
has been named citizen of the year in Pacific 
Palisades and the name Priolo is really known in 
Pacific Palisades 

This was your first or second wife'’ 

First And nobody nobody on that list has any 
credentials in Pacific Palisades We could 
probably get I forget the numbers but 

let's say they said 'Five thousand votes out of 
Pacific Palisades You're bound to pick up some 
in Santa Monica and you're bound to pick up some 
in Westwood because of Bob Stevens's support 
But you're going to have to pull it out of 
Pacific Palisades The day they made that 
decision we stopped going to Brentwood we 
stopped going to That was the coffee hour 

days 

Coffee klatches they were called 
Yes klatches Brentwood Westwood Santa 
Monica We eliminated all of those and we 
concentrated on Well Palisades and Malibu 

is what we concentrated on And by God if you 
look at the way the vote came in from the 
precincts they were 100 percent right She beat 
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me in 

Santa Monica'^ 

Santa Monica Bonnie Riedel won in Westwood I 
picked up a few votes in each of those places 
and I just knocked the hell out of them up 
there Palisades votes didn't come in until the 
next day We didn't know until the next day that 
I won 

Oh really*^ 

Yes the night before it was conceded by most 
people that Clo Hoover had won the nomination 
The next day the Palisades votes came in and I 
won 

Did you walk precincts'’ 

Yes 

Coffee klatches'’ 

Yes did both 
Billboards'’ 

Yes billboards mailers all the conventional 
stuff I spent $15 000 

That's what I was going to ask you how much 
Well fifteen in the primary and fifteen in the 
general 

So with $30 000 you got to the assembly’’ 
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Really fifteen because the primary was 
tantamount to the election But $30 000 
What was the composition of the Malibu vote at 
that time? 

Malibu did not have that heavy environmentalist 
wealthy liberal population that they now have 
They were a Republican area The chamber of 
commerce and the realty board were pretty well 
running the community But there weren't many 
people there There were less than five thousand 
people 

It was really a colony"^ 

Yes less than five thousand people So it was 

only maybe a thousand votes out there 

Now how much You're liberal to moderate 

Republican but this is the year that Ronald 

Reagan comes into office 

Yeah 

Did you campaign at all in the reaction to the 
Rumford Fair Housing Act'’ 

Yes 

Tell me about that 

I went to URC meeting United Republicans of 
California They had an office on Broxton 
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[Avenue] in Westwood Village and I went in there 
and Honest to God everything in that 

room every piece of furniture every decoration 
was one of three colors—red white or blue I 
walked in there and I was shocked I considered 
myself one of these superpatriots too brought 
up to command this respect for the flag and 
government and what have you But all of a 
sudden I'm in this environment of red white and 
blue and the people that were in there were all 
very old--mostly older people--and they had me 
get up front and talk about myself I was so 
naive that I mentioned my Tom Kuchel thing I 
thought they were going to have apoplexy They 
were ready for heart attacks' I at least had the 
good sense then not to mention Nelson 
Rockefeller Because I realized by then Ooops 
I've got to stay away from this So there was a 
hard right-wing element in that district at that 
time 

What was your opposition to the Rumford Act'^ 

Oh I just you know [Laughter] I just 

thought that I had the right to do with my 
property whatever I damned well pleased I would 
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still believe that You know I say almost 
It seemed to me that nobody should be passing 
laws on who you could sell your property to 
That was it It was just basic Maybe a 
libertarian-type government shouldn’t get 
involved It wasn't a commitment that I went up 

there on I went up there on a purely business 

issue I went up there advocating a causeway 
across Santa Monica Bay That was my issue 
Is that right 

To relieve the traffic on the Coast Highway 
That was your mandate that was your program'^ 

That was my program That was it My one and 
only thing that I had in my program 
Did you identify at all with Reagan other than 
the fact that you were Republicans'’ 

No no not in the least bit 

When you got to your first *term what were your 
impressions of the body'’ Of the leadership'’ 

Oh I was totally in love with it 
Right away'’ 

I had been consumed That's why I got out of the 
store That’s all I wanted to do all I wanted 


to do The process the day-to-day routine the 
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people I met the fast-track that I was on the 
issues that I was Involved with—dealing with—it 
just made me feel wonderful 

Tell me what your impression was of [Speaker of 
the Assembly] Jesse [M ] Unruh would you”^ He 
was the speaker 

Well I went to Sacramento with a strong dislike 
for Jesse Unruh He was Big Daddy He had 
done the big lock-up and all that just shortly 
before But contrary to what you might expect me 
to say that when I got there I found out he was 
a real decent guy I won't say that I found out 
he wasn't as bad as I thought he would be He 
was very smooth very disarming The first time 
I met him he addressed my wife by her first 
name We didn't know what to say We were so 
shocked that he had done his homework to that 
extent But I didn't like his tactics I didn t 
like the way he managed the house I didn't care 
for the strong fist the grip that he had on the 
members That if you didn't do it his way there 
was going to be retribution 
Let's stop there because we've come up 
1 Side B] 
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Jesse Unruh ruled with an iron fist and I don't 
think he was all that smooth in doing it I 
think he was rather gruff and he wasn't I 

think most people's memories have improved their 
feelings about Jesse As years went by they've 
remembered him as being a good speaker an 
effective speaker Yeah he was effective in the 
sense that he used every tool at the disposal of 
the speaker to intimidate the members I don't 
consider that good It might have been 
effective but effective for what'^ Effective for 
what wanted It was supposed to be a 
democratic body made up of eighty individuals 
brought together to make decisions and he was 
incredibly autocratic I am not an Unruh fan I 
never was an Unruh fan I came close to being 
seduced by him because [if] you want to become a 
committee chairman or you want good committee 
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assignments He did me the honor of 

selecting me as the outstanding Republican 
freshman of the year of my class and picked 
[Assemblyman Kenneth J ] Ken Cory for the same 
honor as a Democrat We both went with him to a 
short course sponsored by the Eagleton Institute 
of Government They held it in nice lush 
surroundings in Key Biscayne [Florida] I saw 
him away from the legislature and I found that he 
had considerable charm and I got a real insight 
to the man That part of him I liked But when 
he was functioning as speaker I really didn't 
care for him I liked him away from the 
legislature but in the legislature I just didn't 
like his style 

What do you think he contributed--if anything—to 
the California legislature? 

Well I think the jury is still out on that For 
the longest time we all thought that he had made 
California the model for legislatures in this 
country That he had made it possible for us to 
have staff so that we could supposedly 
What I am trying to say is that we could compete 
with the special interests in technical knowledge 
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and insight to what was being proposed for 
legislation We were supposed to have a staff of 

technicians He also was the engineer of the 

full-time legislature That became the model for 
the nation But I think if one looks at that 
legislature today they will find that the 
proliferation of staff is probably to a great 
measure a cause of the problems that exist in 
Sacramento Yes staff is there to provide 
technical information and many of them do that-- 
some of them exclusively—but a vast number of 
them are there for political reasons and to serve 
the personal comforts of the members of the 
legislature 

When you say for political reasons you mean they 
were appointed for connections rather than for 
ability'’ 

For purely partisan political reasons To 
further the individual political operation 
and career and future and to help promote 
partisanship Improving the effectiveness if 
not Now I won't use the word 

'effectiveness for that particular group This 
group IS trying to increase the number of 
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Republicans or Democrats They are there for 
purely 100 percent political reasons 
You don’t need to have an overall view of helping 
the legislative process? 

No no not at all A good many of them are 
there strictly to promote their individual member 
or their caucus collectively And this is being 
done with public funds The public is paying to 
perpetuate the individual member and the 
caucus Now who am I to sit here and complain 
about that a former minority leader"^ Yes I had 
people who were purely political as members of my 
staff But to my credit at least I was aware of 
it that that was the system Functioning within 
the system I tried to do something about it 
There is in Sacramento today a group a 
privately financed group called ARPAC Assembly 
Republican Political Action Committee I formed 
that while I was minority leader because I could 
see that both the Republicans and Democrats were 
using staff for purely personal and political 
reasons I was motivated right after the first 
election in which I had been the minority 
leader I became minority leader in January and 
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in November there was an election and it was a 
disaster for the Republicans I think we lost 
something like eight or ten twelve seats I 
can't remember 

You came out of there I think fifty-seven 
Democrats out of the eighty'^ 

Oh no Yes right We were down at twenty- 
three yes Twenty-three to fifty-seven I 
forget what we had going into it The Democrats 
had used this staff—of which they had tremendous 
numbers of them under McCarthy yes but really 
put there by Jesse Unruh—to go out and work in 
campaigns I mean in those days they actually 
were still on state payroll and in the districts 
working on campaigns While yes we Republicans 
did the same thing we were just a little bit 
pregnant We only had a few people out there 
and they had a lot more But in looking that 
over It occurred to me that Hey this is 
wrong So as part of a game plan for the next 
election two years hence we created the Assembly 
Republican Political Action Committee That was 
privately financed It was not in the capitol 


and 



70 


VASQUEZ 

PRIOLO 


VASQUEZ 


PRIOLO 


VASQUEZ 


PRIOLO 


VASQUEZ 


And -the objective of this was? 

And the objective was to not use public funds for 
political reasons We were 

The Democrats would have argued that you could do 
that because Republicans had more money 
Yes but private money I would sit and argue 
that on any public platform I would rather use 
money that we can get as Republicans than use 
public money which the Democrats were using 
There was no justification whatsoever It is 
illegal to use public money for that purpose 
Since we are on the question of staff there is 
an extension of that Do you think that staff 
has too much power? 

Well I think in many cases they do It's 
not I can't paint a real broad brush on 

that but yes in many cases 

Can you give an example of where you think that'? 
Let’s just talk generally first about it and see 
if anyone jumps into my mind A member is busy 
trying to engineer his reelection to improve his 
popularity in the district to extend his spheres 
of influence and [increase] the numbers of 
people who are going to contribute to him He 
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abdicates the responsibility of paying attention 
to the legislation and leaves it up to staff 
After all he has all these consultants there to 
examine the issues and to fill him in—or her--in 
with the information he may need to make a 
decision That sounds fine that he can get the 
information that way from an unbiased person as 
opposed to a biased person But I think what 
happens is that on the one hand the member is so 
busy spending time doing his thing that he 
doesn't really have time to sit down with the 
staffer to benefit from the information that that 
staffer has put together Consequently the 
staffer is calling the shot 

And his thing is increasingly the fund-raising 
And he is increasingly promoting his reelection 
From the day he gets there'’ 

Oh it happens It happens the day you get 
there There's a young assemblyman that came to 
Sacramento a couple of years ago He's from the 
Peninsula I think his name is I think 

his name is Turn off the machine for a 

minute and I'11 give it to you 
[Interruption] 



72 


VASQUEZ 


PRIOLO 


When I first went in to meet [Assemblyman] 
Ted Lempert I introduced myself and he said 
Oh you don’t have to introduce yourself I 
remember you very clearly from when I was in 
grammar school which was I guess a left-handed 
compliment But this young man came to 
Sacramento on a platform of cleaning up the 
process He asked me what I might advise just in 
general Knowing something about his campaign I 
said Just stick with what you're doing Don't 
get seduced by this process Don't get consumed 
by the rest of the other members It's going to 
be the easiest thing in the world for you [who] 
want to be effective as a legislator to go along 
with the process You're going to have to be 
totally aware at every moment that the process 
can consume you That you will find this goal 
that you This admirable thing you want to 

do will get lost in the process 

It's called To get along go along Is that 
It*? 

That type of thing yes Get along go 

along I mean we can make strong arguments for 

that The legislature needs a voice that will do 
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this I happen to believe that the public will 
stick with it Well he is very young It's 
very difficult for him in his youth to have a 
voice that's heard I do believe he is sticking 
by his guns Even though he has been quiet 
that's only because the process doesn't give a 
freshman the opportunity to be heard I'm going 
to watch him He is somebody that I am curious 
to see Will he stick by it or will he get 
consumed’’ I don't stand up here in judgment of 
the young man because I was consumed by the 
process So maybe I can say Hey I was there 
and I know of where I speak 

Can you do something like that to the degree that 
you have a pretty safe district? 

I think that s absolutely imperative that you 
have a safe district to do it Because the 
special interests will run somebody against you 
in your own primary if you're not delivering If 
you're not delivering for the union vote or the 
manufacturer's vote or the banker s vote In 
some districts certain groups are extremely 
strong Here in San Francisco this is a very 
liberal city Southern California is generally 
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quite conservative Well you have to be sure to 
remember that you are elected by a constituency 
that IS liberal or is conservative and is 
expecting you to represent them This is another 
argument that can be made over and over Is a 
person sent to Sacramento to represent his 
district'^ Or is a person sent there to represent 
their conscience*^ Or are they there to represent 
their party*7 Those are the three areas that one 
has to consider and make a decision If you talk 
to individual members in Sacramento it will be 
interesting how they number them one two 
three I lost my caucus leadership because I 
did not believe that the party was number one or 
two under any circumstance That it was always 
number three That your conscience and your 
district were numbers one or two depending upon 
the particular issue 

When I voted against the legalization of 
marijuana I had a district that had become quite 
liberal and there was great support for the 
legalization of marijuana I voted against it 
and I had to go home and justify my vote to those 
people If I hadn't been able to justify it I 
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probably would have lost my next election As a 
matter of fact the next election was the closest 
one I ever came to [losing] 

Because of the marijuana vote*^ 

No actually it was Roger Diamond 
Roger Diamond? 

Yes Roger Diamond put forth a hell of a 
campaign I beat him by I think eight thousand 
votes as I recall but for me that was a narrow 
victory So if you're going to serve in the 
process you have to be honest to yourself be 
honest to your district or be honest to your 
party--in whichever order 

Okay getting back to the question of staff and 
the deformation if we can call it that that 
took place over the years As a result of a 
growing number of staff and professionalization 
of the legislative process some have argued that 
there is a very dangerous and undemocratic in- 
breeding that is taking place in the California 
legislature By that I mean that staffers become 
aides who become the next candidates for that 
very same district Many times they have no base 
of their own in the district—or even knowledge 



76 


PRIOLO 


VASQUEZ 

PRIOLO 


VASQUEZ 

PRIOLO 


of the district—other than what they see from 
Sacramento How do you feel about that*^ 

Oh I have some strong feelings about it But 
let's first stop and get a cup of coffee 
[Interruption] 

Any number of staffers in Sacramento at any given 
time aspire to run for office There’s one 

staffer up there right now that's announced that 
he's going to run against a Republican senator 
Who IS that'’ 

Boy when you get on a roll here and you get to 
be my age your memory goes bad The former 
minority [James] Jim Nielson Senator Jim 

Nielson 

The staffer's name though’’ 

1 don't remember the staffer's name He isn't 
He is a low-proflie-type guy From my point of 
view as a lobbyist I don't see him around too 
much But suddenly you run into him at political 
functions and he's run for the Democratic 
nomination against Nielson Well that obviously 
has to have the minimum tacit support of the 
Democratic leadership because he is still on 
payroll What the hell is he doing on public 
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payroll if he's going to run against Jim 
Nielson? Why Jim Nielson isn't raising hell I 
don't know Maybe he doesn't want to dignify the 
guy and give him any publicity or get his name be 
known but he has no right to become a candidate 
while employed in the legislature If it isn't 
illegal I think still it's improper But there 
are any number like that who do aspire and there 
are any number of legislators who are former 
staffers that got elected to the legislature Ken 
Corey went on to be controller [Assemblyman] 

Jim Costa is the chairman of the Water [Parks 
and Wildlife] Committee There's a number of 
staffers who had been very good legislators I 
don't think being a staffer or not being a 
staffer should have anything to do with whether a 
person's qualified to run for public office 
That doesn't bother me one bit 

I ran against a guy named [Assemblyman 
Steven D ] Slingsby who was a staffer [He] 
worked for Bob Monagan and came down in the 
Sixtieth District He had gone to UCLA for a 
short time and lived in that district but they 
didn't know him from Adam's goat And he didn't 
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win He came in I think a poor fourth or some¬ 
thing like that But he sure gave me some fits 
because I figured he was so intimately acquainted 
with the process—and I knew nothing of the 
process—that I thought he was going to be a more 
formidable opponent than he turned out to be 
The public was smart enough not to elect him 
But that was before the days of spending the 
money 

If you want to take a candidate as I 
believe Jesse Unruh did even though it was the 
same year This may have been the 

forerunner of this present system Take Ken 
Cory place him in the district and finance his 
campaign--if not yourself directly through a 
couple of people that you can call—and have them 
come up with the money Maybe it was Dr [Louis] 
Celia or someone like that that were big 
financial supporters of Cory and supporters of 
Unruh and—I guess if the truth be told—of Bill 
Campbell also Just a big political 
supporter The kind of guy you could call upon 
to help Then you bought the elections and 
that's what is happening today People are 
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buying elections There are damned few non¬ 
incumbents—people who are challenging an 
incumbent—that can get elected You've got to 
do something illegal or immoral perhaps have 
your hand caught in some girl's blouse before 
you're going to get defeated as an incumbent At 
any rate staffers then are up there And this 
IS what makes a lot of people unhappy There are 
things that go on in Sacramento that the club 
says we don't talk about 
What kind of things'’ 

Oh things Personal indiscretions that may 

go on in Sacramento Associating with members of 
the opposite sex or boozing or whatever it may 
be For the longest time the press didn't print 
It and the members didn't talk about it But 
you get an ex-staffer who's really anxious to 
knock off an incumbent and he s aware of it 
well they'll use it Well I am not saying that 
they don't have the right to use it They 
certainly do have the right to use it but it's 
just putting new rules into the game when we do 
that 

In recent years we've seen a more aggressive 
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press effort to expose things like that Some 
people have even referred to it as keyhole 
journalism citing the example of Gary Hart's 
indiscretion and downfall How do you feel about 
that 

Mixed emotions on that I feel very strongly 
that what keeps the legislature—or government-- 
from being composed of a lot of Joe Montoyas or 
at least the allegations of what Joe Montoya is 
IS a free press Members of the legislature and 
people in government are intimidated by the 
press I had a rule when I was in Sacramento and 
I used to share it with others If you don't 
want to see it in the press don't do it If you 
don't mind seeing it in the press go ahead and 
do it That was a pretty simple rule 
Sometimes you have to stop and ask yourself the 
question You may forget to ask yourself that 
question In retrospect you may ask yourself 
Jesus Christ why didn't I ask myself that 
question'^ 

I was on a trip to Israel with [Assemblyman] 
[Eugene T ] Gene Gualco and his wife and my 
wife He was then an assemblyman He is now a 
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judge Gene Is a very righteous—and I don t 
mean that disrespectfully—a very righteous 
person The trip was funded by the Jewish 
community Well who was it funded by*^ By a 
bunch of wealthy Jewlsh-Americans from around the 
state who were interested not only in promoting 
Israel but also interested in promoting their 
own personal interests here in this country 
Gene and I When the airplane on the way 

back stopped in Rome both of us being of Italian 
extraction why we jumped off the airplane and 
we spent a few days in Rome And Gene expressed 
how incredibly nervous he was by the whole 
situation I remember saying Gene if you do 
mind seeing it in the press don't do it I 
frankly don't mind In my district which is a 
very heavily Jewish area seeing in the press 
that I visited Israel to be able to learn of its 
situation and problems [would be fine] I think 
Gene right then and there made the decision I 
may be presumptuous in thinking this but I think 
he made the decision that he didn't want to see 
it in the press I don't think he took any more 


trips 
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Was that the 1974 trip that the Association of 

Soviet Jewry 

Yes that' s right 

[Assemblyman Walter J ] Wally Karabian and Bob 
Beverly built 

Oh no No that was a totally different trip 
That was paid by the Interfaith Religious 
Council which is made up of Catholics and 
Christians and Jews That was to study the 
problem of the Russian refuseniks First we 
went to Russia and then to Israel No this was 
another group that goes annually--and has been 
for many many years And the year was 
I'll tell you exactly when it was 1978 It was 
'78 or '79 [Laughter] 'Seventy-eight 
Let's get back to the question of 
I keep rambling [Laughter] 

Well I want to follow through as the ideas come 
through because we may not get back to them 
What do you feel that Jesse Unruh contributed or 
didn't contribute? You feel that the 
contributions that have been ascribed to him may 
have been premature and that the jury is still 


out”? 
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Yes yes I think it's a 

Was that a lack of his vision or what? 

I don't know if lack of vision would be the way 
to put it Who the hell is Jesse Unruh to talk 
about professionalizing the legislature when he 
was the most political animal maybe in the 
twentieth century in the California legislature? 

I don't know Maybe he saw that as a I 

don't want to put ulterior motives on it but 
man anybody that doesn't have some suspicion of 
Unruh and what he did and why he did it is in 
trouble Maybe he saw that this was a means of 
perpetuating the Democratic party in power for 
the rest of the century Maybe he knew that the 
proliferation of staff was going to cause the 
kinds of problem that we have in Sacramento I 
believe that staff and Proposition 13^ are the 
two factors that have contributed to the demise 
of the professionalism of that legislature or 
the effectiveness or the integrity—if you will— 
of that legislature 

How does Proposition 13 fit into this'’ 

Proposition 13 (June 1978) tax reform initiative 
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Pardon me? 

How did Proposition 13 contribute to this? 

Well of course here's a very biased reaction to 
it because 1 was a victim 

You were a victim of Proposition 13 babies ? 

I was hung by my own rope that I had gone out to 
buy The Proposition 13 babies came to 
Sacramento and were determined to take over and 
they didn't care who fell by the wayside If it 
was their own leader who helped them get elected 
then so be it It was just the price of accom¬ 
plishing that which they came to Sacramento to 
do I was the first politician of any conse¬ 
quence in California to come out in support of 
Proposition 13 I think Proposition 13 helped us 
to elect as many members as we did that year We 
were well on our way to overcoming the impact of 
reapportionment or—if you will—the Unruh plan 
if there was a plan That I had suggested the 
possibility of They got to Sacramento and 
before they got sworn in We had a meeting 

an orientation meeting We brought them into the 
chambers sat them down at the desks I spoke 
from the rostrum We had various people speak to 
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■them At the end of the meeting all of the older 
members left and the freshman [had] a meeting of 
their own as we have done traditionally [We] 
told them to select a secretary who would then be 
a member of our executive committee We left 
I had been secretary when 
Your first session*? 

My first session When we left what was 
reported to us after As I say there are 

no secrets [It was] reported to us after that 
one of the members I think I believe if 

my memory serves me correctly it was Assemblyman 
[William J ] Bill Filante from Mann County who 
stood up in the midst of the discussion and said 
to his colleagues Hey let me call your 
attention to something as we're sitting here 
talking about the structure of this caucus 
There are more of us than there are of them 
That should have been the very first warning 
There are more of us than there are of them 
Now not all of 'us meaning the freshmen were 
united in trying to take over Some of them came 
there to Sacramento for less than partisan or 
certainly not exclusively partisan reasons Some 
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of them became active members of the caucus And 
in every caucus there's two factions the in's 
and the out's Some of them became part of the 
in's Unfortunately some of the in's went over 
Or some of the out's in the caucus the 
veteran members went over to the freshmen and 
joined them 

[Assemblyman Robert C ] Bob Cline is a 
person who is most prominent in having done that 
and that was for personal reasons He and I had 
a terrible falling out and here was his chance 
to stick it to me The old adage of Unruhism 
Don't get mad just get even That was his 
chance to get even with me So those people made 
the decision that they were going to take over 
the legislature So when they First they 

took over the caucus I already told you about 
how they were able to separate the seating 
Republicans on one side 

Let's have a whole discussion about that Let me 
just finish this one section so we can just 
I want to have an entire discussion--if we can-- 
on your minority floor leadership and your 
overthrow and we can work it in then Compare 
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for me if you will the style or content of the 
leadership that Jesse Unruh provided as compared 
to Bob Moretti as compared to Bob Monagan as 
compared to Leo McCarthy--who are the four 
speakers that you served under 

Well I've already told you the style that Jesse 
Unruh used Bob Monagan tried his damnedest to 
emulate Jesse Unruh I guess he Just figured 
That's the way a speaker is supposed to behave 
and I'm going to behave like that Monagan's 
problem was he's too nice a guy to do that He 
did a terrible job as speaker I think he ran 
the house poorly he ran the caucus more 
poorly I mean it when I say he was a nice guy 
who just didn't have the balls to behave like 
Unruh But he screwed up as a result of that 
And he handed the speakership to Bob Moretti 
Bob Moretti somehow became the chairman 
under Monagan of the [Committee on] Government 
Organization Of all the committees that's 
really the money juice committee in 
Sacramento At least in those days it was 
More than Finance and Insurance Committee or 
Revenues and Tax or anything because you're 
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dealing with all the sin legislation liquor 
gambling [and the] horseracing industry People 
who are just totally dependent on government for 
their existence Bob Moretti was a master of 
getting money out of those people and he 
bankrolled the next election for the Democrats 
out of that committee So then Moretti took 
over I think Moretti then His problem 

was his heart was too big I mean this is 
probably one of the most loving people one would 
ever come across in their lifetime To know Bob 
Moretti was to love him I knew him well and I 
guess I loved him I love the memory of Bob 
Moretti in spite of any partisan differences 
What was it about him*^ Because I' ve interviewed 
both Republicans and Democrats and they all 
consistently say the very same thing what you 
said 

He cared He really cared about people There 
are a lot of other legislators who care about 
people I think [Assemblyman] Herschel Rosenthal 
comes to mind immediately Herschel really cares 
about people but Herschel doesn't have the 
magnetism that Bob Moretti had Bob Moretti 
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You knew that he cared about you You knew you 
could talk to him and you knew that he would 
understand He was bright enough to help you 
with solutions You knew that when he And 

when I say you I don't mean just the 

individual I mean groups also would come to 
him He really was interested in helping an 
individual or groups It made no difference 
As a speaker was he able to foster unity’’ What 
made him effective as a speaker in your opinion’’ 

I would say of all the speakers that I served 
under he was the closest to that I don't think 
you're ever going to have unity and I think it 
would be counterproductive if we had unity God 
forbid we [ever] have a monolithic legislature 
We have a two-party system and we need a two- 
party system to function properly in this 
society But he came as close as any speaker I 
served under [As close as any] of the members 
of the legislature wanting to get a job done and 
committed to serving the needs of the public 
Yes because he was inspiring Bob inspired 
you He made you proud to be a member of the 
legislature He was I was proud of him as 
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a speaker and he made me feel proud to be a 

member of the legislature 

Why didn't he become governor'^ 

I think he had too much smoke blown up his ass by 
his staff frankly Bob said to me one day in 
private--because Bob and I spent a lot of time 
together Just the two of us—he said Jesus 
Paul don't you know that I Just dream about 
how First governor and then With¬ 

out saying it he implied the presidency--which 
of course if you are governor of California 
you're automatically a candidate for president 
But Bob got really He had that puffed at 

him by his staff 

People like who John [A ] FitzRandolph'? 

Pardon me? 

People like John FitzRandolph for example'^ He 
was his chief of staff 

Oh I don't think FitzRandolph was that political 
an animal I think [William] Bill Hauyck might 
fall in the category and his partner Judd 
[Baker] I forget Judd's last name There are 
others that were behind the scenes I guess even 


[Assemblyman] Vic Fazio was a key political 
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operator They were all very committed to Bob 
and they probably really believed it that 
Bobby didn’t go out and run his 
campaign I was not privy to the decisions or 
the strategy of that campaign because at that 
point in time the partisanship does get in the 
way of the friendship He just didn’t run a 
decent campaign There’s a lot of Italian- 
Americans in this state that should have rallied 
to his support but he had [George R ] Moscone 
and [Joseph L ] Alioto in the same election 
which is typical of Italians We love one 
another and we fight like cats and dogs 

I read in the paper today [Robert T ] Bob 
Matsui says he’s going to run I don't believe 
it but I think he'd make a good governor It s 
too bad that he doesn't run but he's never had 
the courage to make the decision Japanese- 
American community would love to have Bob Matsui 
out there as a candidate just as the Armenian- 
American community loved having [Governor George] 
Deukmejian So there’s this great 
Some people said that Moretti’s problem was that 
he looked too ethnic Do you think that was a 


VASQUEZ 
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factor? 

He was not as smooth as he should be in public 
He could get up and give an excellent speech He 
could really stir the troops in a speech but you 
know Bob had a hard time keeping his fly 
zipped He would see a good-looking girl and he 
would take a shot at her He just felt that he 
had to do it He'd be on the campaign trail and 
he'd have to make a comment or even touch that 
person He was convinced that women were just 
all dying to roll in the sack with him From 
what I could see most of them were But many of 
them really were offended by his behavior Men 
went all the way from envious to resentful of his 
demeanor in his relationships with women I 
think that had a lot to do with it I think if 
he had ever gotten to a position of being a 
formidable candidate it would have been used 
against him some of the things that people knew 
about Bob's history and background but never used 
publicly in the press The press certainly was 
aware of it but they never used it either 

The press loved Bob Moretti He was great 
copy He was a guy that they could have a good 
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rapport with He always had something quotable 
to say So at any rate 
How about Leo McCarthy? 

Oh Leo McCarthy I served as minority leader 
with Leo I thought Leo when I first met him was 
about as Machiavellian a member of the legis¬ 
lature as I had met It was just assumed by 
everyone that Willie Brown was going to succeed 
Bob Moretti as speaker While everyone assumed 
that McCarthy was having private meetings with 
members of the legislature and put together the 
votes That was in part through his ability to 
get commitments It was also in part through 
Willie Brown's inability to ask for 
commitments My theory is that Willie Brown 
still considered himself too black to be the 
speaker He was not a forceful partisan and 
political player in those days like he is now I 
mean he learned his lesson when he didn't put 
the votes together and McCarthy got it But I'11 
get to Willie I guess next 

So at any rate McCarthy I thought 
Or maybe a lot of that was personal bias because 
Willie was part of the Moretti gang He traveled 
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with us and partied with us I was very 
disappointed when Willie didn’t become speaker 
and a little bit resentful of McCarthy 

McCarthy cut me out of my chairmanship 
immediately Assemblyman [John L E ] Bud 
Collier Bob Badham and I were three Republican 
chairmen under Moretti who got immediately 
dumped One day Badham called me and said Bud 
and I—and we'd like you to join us-'-we're going 
to see the speaker to see what we can do to 
salvage our chairmanships or at least some 
position of leadership I said Shit I don't 
want to go beg the guy They said Please join 
us I said I'm not sure I'm going to help 
you but I'll go with you We went in and 
Collier told him how many years he had in the 
legislature and how much he had to contribute to 
the process and why he should be retained as 
chairman of whatever special committee he had at 
that time And Leo was sitting there as [only] 
Leo can do sitting on one cheek with his lips 
pursed and his legs crossed just listening to 
him without saying anything You could see by 
the look on Leo's face that there was just 
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absolutely no reaching him Badham then in his 
jovial way made the same appeal No response 
Then it came my turn I didn't say anything 
And Leo looks at me and says Mr Priolo what's 
your story'7 I wanted to reach across the desk 
and belt him one I was so pissed at that 
point And I said I don't have any story 
Leo I said I fought and I lost If Willie 
had beaten you and become speaker I would have 
owned this place—or at least the Republican part 
of it But I lost so I'11 take my knocks 
The background to that is in that 1974 
trip No I guess '74 was subsequent to 

it But we had helped Willie get votes out of 
the Republican caucus We refused to join in any 
efforts to split our caucus and get us to vote 
for someone else other than Willie We had a few 
racists in our caucus that didn t want to see a 
black man in there I hung in there with Willie 
and we didn't make it So I lost my chairmanship 
and I got moved to the sixth floor Well that's 
another story Then as time went on I grew to 
respect Leo I don't know if it was that I was 
wrong in my evaluation of him in the manner in 
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which he was able to put the votes together or 
if he just simply rose to the job as speaker 
VASQUEZ Two words come out [describing McCarthy] in the 
interviews that I’ve done Tell me if they're 
fair They are duplicitous and vindictive of 
Leo McCarthy 

PRIOLO Well I think I've given you the vindictive end 

of that Duplicitous*^ I never Did they 

give any examples? I'm 

VASQUEZ I think they'd be just too numerous to 
They're duplicitous 
[End Tape 2 Side A] 

[Begin Tape 2 Side B] 

PRIOLO Stories about Leo McCarthy could go on and on 

They are not humor[ous] in the sense that he was 
a good old boy It's just that Leo with his 
starched collar and sitting on one cheek and 
Leo has never been one of the guys in the 
vernacular He is just not one of the guys But 
Leo's a good man Leo s an honest person He's 
very committed very intelligent and 
While I was fighting him tooth and nail one time 
his press secretary and my press secretary got 
together and decided that the two of us were 
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getting too uptight They each came to us and 
said We think the two of you ought to just sit 
down one-on-one and have dinner together And 
we did We went across the street to the closest 
restaurant I guess we didn't want to have to 
spend too much time together but we did We 
went across the street and had dinner together 
That dinner was the beginning of a feeling of 
friendship and mutual respect We shared what 
our goals were and what we were trying to 
accomplish and it turned out that both of us 
were talking about the people not the caucus 
not the assembly We were talking about the 
issues and the job that we thought we'd like to 
get done We found that we had so damned much in 
common that we didn't know that we had We both 
agreed also at that time that the staff issue was 
really a dangerous thing proliferation of 
staff We were thinking in terms of their doing 
non-state business and the tail wagging the dog 
and things of that sort We both agreed that we 
were going to cut down on the numbers of staff in 
his caucus and my caucus That agreement was the 
beginning of both of our demise 
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[Laughter] How? 

Oh because [that happens when] you take away all 
those personal comforts and the assistance given 
to the Individual members And who learned that 
lesson more than anyone else*^ Willie Brown 
Willie gives them everything in exchange for 
their support Go look at the amount of staff 
they have in Sacramento now the pay that those 
people receive Willie realizes that you don't 
take away perks from members when you’re the 
speaker You give perks to members when you're 
the speaker So anyhow 
So this came to haunt both of you 
Oh yes Oh yes 
For taking that position*? 

People were really pissed at us for doing that 
Why has Leo McCarthy been unable to win higher 
office*? Why was he unable to be [elected] 
senator*? 

He hasn't recognized the fact number one that 
he can't get higher office And he doesn't want 
to give in 
Why can't he*? 

I don't know Maybe it's because he can't stand 
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the fact that he lost an election Nothing 
sticks in the craw more than having lost an 
election in the mind of a politician When you 
lose an election you feel you've really been 
defeated and you have to vindicate yourself Any 
member of the assembly who was ever defeated in 
office really would love to go back just for the 
purpose of proving that they could go back I 
never wanted to go out a loser I mean I went 
out a loser in the sense that I lost my minority 
leadership but I never lost an election I 
retired voluntarily and I would still be there 
if Sure because Marian [W ] La Follette— 

who has my old district—has a nice strong 
Republican district and I could still be 
there Reapportionment would have taken care of 
me 

Leo simply doesn't have the personality and 
the charisma to inspire people Then one would 
say Well are you trying to say Deukmejian's 
got it? No they're both cut from the same mold 
in that respect But Deukmejian had a couple of 
things going for him He'd never run against a 
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white person I mean can you believe running 
for attorney general In this state of California 
sixteen years ago against a top prosecutor a 
black woman? To be the top cop the top 
prosecutor'^ A black woman? I mean there's just 
no way in God's green earth that the country was 
ready for that sixteen years ago I don't know 
if they could be ready for it today Sad as it 
may be it's a fact Then subsequent to that 
he's always run against He ran against 

[Mayor Tom] Bradley a couple of times for 
governor How lucky could he be? On the other 
side of the coin In addition to that the 

Armenian community A lot of bucks in the 

Armenian community So he had a bankrolled 
campaign by the wealthy Armenians who are so 
damned proud that one of theirs rose to 
governor I don't think the history books would 
show that he has been a particularly good 
governor but that's okay they have an Armenian 
who is a governor Well number one how many 
wealthy Irish are there that feel united in their 
need to have another Irish governor*^ So Leo 
loses on the ethnic bet He doesn't have that at 
all He hasn't had the good fortune of running 
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against a weak opponent 

Oh he got to be lieutenant governor because 
he ran against [Lieutenant Governor] Mike Curb 
whom I have absolutely no use for I endorsed 
Leo McCarthy the only Democrat I've ever 
publicly endorsed I've voted for Democrats 
privately but I've never endorsed one Mike 
Curb was a liar and just a bad person for public 
office I guess he's a very successful 
businessman and maybe his attitude and behavior 
serves him well in business but it didn't serve 
him well in the legislature Leo had the good 
fortune of running against him [Assemblywoman] 
Carol Hallett the first time I think was his 
opponent Carol Hallett of course was the 
person that knocked me off as minority leader 
Good we'll get to that 

So I'm not objective there But not a strong 
candidate not strong at all To see Carol in 
person and on the stump was the best thing that 
could happen to McCarthy even though McCarthy 
has no charisma at all I mean McCarthy is 
dull McCarthy really wants to do good things 
He really understands the process He's capable 
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of doing things but he doesn't inspire people 
He doesn't have that spark that people should 
have Leo should get the hell out Why he's 
running for reelection I know why he's 

running for reelection He wants to keep his 
options open in case Cranston 
Goes under”? 

Goes under or retires and then he can run for 
that seat Or if [United States Senator Pete] 
Wilson gets elected [governor] and appoints a 
weak person as his successor then he could run 
against a weak incumbent Republican Definitely 
on anybody's list of candidates from the 
Democratic party Leo is on that list But if 
Bob Matsui had the balls to really run for 
office he would beat McCarthy If [Representative] 
[Meldon E ] Mel Levine in L A decides to run I 
think he beats them all Talk about a bankroll 
talk about a personality talk about a 
presence I mean this guy's got it all I 
think being a male Jew from southern California 
might have its advantages whereas [Dianne] 
Feinstein a female Jew from northern California 


I think has a great disadvantage in running for 
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statewide office Leo's got problems as far as 
his future is concerned in office but he hasn t 
faced up to it He Just can't recognize that 
You didn't serve under Willie Brown but you've 
been close to him and you've been able to see 
him as a speaker What are his strong and weak 
points as a Speaker of the Assembly'^ 

The strongest point he has is the support of his 
members Even when there was the gang of five 
that went against him he prevailed and he 
shouldn't have Those guys had a formula for 
defeating the speaker and if that didn't work 
at least becoming the really important political 
figures of this state because they were grabbing 
hold of this reform issue and cleaning up the 
process They Just didn't run with it as well as 
they might have because Willie Brown was able to 
stop them He was able to stop them with the 
support of other members of the caucus He 
reminded the other members of the caucus how much 
he had done for that caucus and how much they 
needed his leadership and--without really saying 
it—letting them know that there wasn't anybody 
else that was capable of doing what Willie Brown 
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has been doing for that: caucus So he has that 
loyalty in that caucus 

Was he right*^ Is there no one else but 
Was he what? 

Was he right’’ Was there no one else wrth the 
capacity he has In that office’’ 

I don't believe anyone Is Indispensable I think 
there Is somebody In that caucus that could rise 
to the job I think [Assemblyman] Mike Roos has 
got to be that kind of a person He is likable 
he's intelligent he's perceptive but he has got 
a little baggage that he's carrying around So 
that IS causing him a little problem I think 
[Assemblyman] Pat Johnston is one of the people I 
am pleased to see in public office Whether Pat 
could do for the members of the caucus that which 
Willie does I'm not sure But he sure as hell 
could do it for the people of California He'd 
be just a magnificent speaker I think if you 
didn't know the inner workings of the legislature 
and you wanted to appoint somebody that would be 
an outstanding speaker to do well for the people 
of California you would have to select Pat 
Johnston This guy is something special It's 
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unfortunate that I have to point to a Democrat 
for that but there just isn't a Republican 
So does the inner workings of the system block 
excellence from rising*^ 

It could yes This need for taking care of 
their needs You have to sit down like Leo 
McCarthy did and cut deals with members to get 
their votes While Willie Brown was just riding 
on the Moretti reputation expecting to get 
elected speaker McCarthy was cutting deals 
When [Assemblyman] Howard [L ] Berman tried to 
knock off McCarthy Willie Brown--having learned 
his lesson—went out and made a deal with the 
Republicans Willie Brown had made a deal with 
Republicans once before He made a deal for the 
purpose of knocking off McCarthy He made a deal 
to give Bob Beverly speaker pro tem if Bob 
Beverly who was then the minority leader would 
deliver enough votes from his caucus to join with 
the Democrats in electing Willie Brown 
Unfortunately Willie Brown couldn t deliver the 
numbers from his caucus The reason he couldn't 
do it If this thing was ever discussed 


with [Assemblyman] Richard [J ] Alatorre 
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Nobody knows better than Richard Alatorre why 
that happened because the Chicano caucus fell 
apart It was Richard Alatorre's 30 b to hold the 
Chicano caucus together 
That [Assemblyman] Art Torres bolted'^ 

Art Torres bolted*? Yes he bolted And [Assembly- 
man] Peter [R ] Chac 6 n who couldn't add two and 
two literally—literally couldn't add it--went 
against Willie too So I guess the five-member 
caucus did not They voted the unit rule 
because you know Chicanes need all the help 
they could get and they had to stick together 
Did you ever hear the story how Peter Chacon did 
this*? 

No tell me 

It's an awesome story I'm in the car coming 
from the airport The sergeants pick you up at 
the airport Jack Fenton Paul Priolo Richard 
Alatorre and Peter Chac 6 n riding in Over the 
weekend it comes over the news that Chicanes are 
going with the We're not going to go with 

Willie Brown And Fenton turns around as only 
Jack Fenton could do and he says Tell me 
explain to me how did you guys come to this 
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decision? So Art bolted So what*^ You've had 
the unit rule and you had three votes It was 
three to two So therefore all five of you had 
to go Please explain it to me Chac6n is 
sitting there trying to disappear because Peter 
was not accustomed to having this much 
attention [He] explained that they had a meet¬ 
ing of the Chicano caucus and at the meeting 
were three people Richard was missing I 

forget who the five were at the time But 
Richard was missing and so was the other 
[Charles M ] Calderdn'^ 

Pardon me'’ 

Charlie Calderon'^ 

Was missing Whoever it was at that time No 

[Assemblyman] Alex Garcia maybe 

Alex Garcia maybe 

Yeah at that time 

He wasn' t in the senate yet'? 

Yes I’d have to research that who the five 
members were But at any rate there was Torres 
another non-Willie vote and Chacon They took a 
vote and the vote was two to one against Willie 
Brown And Fenton Or I said to him 
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Well that's still only two votes I thought 
you guys voted the unit rule'’ He says That's 
what we did I said "How do you figure 

No I said explain it to me I can't figure 

out how two votes makes a majority'’ And you 
know what his answer was Because you're not 
Chicano you don't understand Richard 
Alatorre's on the floor he was so embarrassed by 
this whole thing Because you're not Chicano 
his rationale was There are only three there 
it was a two to one vote therefore the majority 
ruled there which said the whole five have to 
then vote the unit rule I mean Jesus maybe 
some kid in the third grade might have come to 
that conclusion I mean his answer to me was 
You don't understand because you're not 
Chicano Poor Richard Alatorre was on the floor 
literally as only Richard could do going 
Oh You could picture him doing it Fenton 
and I got in the capitol we told that story and 
that's how it all happened Oh it was just a 
terrible situation I guess Montoya was the 
other vote Wasn't he? Wasn't he the other no 


vote'’ 
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I know that Montoya has no use for Willie Brown 
Yes he was the other "no' vote Yes Out of 
the five I think it was Torres and Montoya 
Getting back to Willie Brown's speakership what 
are his shortcomings as a speaker’’ We know he' s 
articulate we know he knows how to make good 
deals he knows how to keep people satisfied 
I think he's been a captive of his caucus of 
trying to keep them all happy He hasn't been 
able to do as much public policy as he would like 
to do He IS certainly getting into it now his 
auto insurance and health insurance issues and 
his commitment to public policy in the last 
couple of years So I don't think there are a 
lot of shortcomings to Willie now I think 
Willie's shortcomings were his commitment to the 
caucus his inability to be his own man in order 
to consolidate his strength And that was the 
process That wasn't Willie Brown I m a big 
booster of Willie Brown As long as this isn't 
going to be printed [until] ten years from 
now I am not signing anything at least for 

ten years Isn't that the agreement’’ [Laughter] 
I went to Willie after Leo had bumped me 
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from my speakership and I ended up in the sixth 
floor I didn't know what the hell I wanted to 
do with my life at that point I was bored with 
the legislature and having been chairman 
had given me some stimulation I was very close 
to leaving the legislature It was the minority 
leadership that gave me a renewed interest later 
on So I wandered into Willie's office one day 
and it was just criminal Here's the smartest 
guy no doubt the brightest member of the entire 
120 members of the legislature [who] was in an 
office that was half the width of this office 
That's a member of the legislature He barely 
had room for his desk and his chair and a small 
couch period Nothing else could fit in that 
office barely any people two people himself 
and a guest I squeezed into the office and I 
sat down and I said Willie I'm not really sure 
that I want to stick around in the legislature 
It may cost me my election and I may not even 
run but if you need me as a Democrat in order to 
swing a unit-rule vote in the Democratic caucus 
I'll change parties I was prepared to do that 
because if they had a unit rule in the caucus and 
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he was absent a vote and I could make that vote 
for him I was willing to do it 

He was of course very pleased but he 
said No I'm farther away from it than that 
At that time we then had a discussion I said 
Where is it you want to go in politics'^ I 
happen to think that it would be great for the 
people in California to have a black governor 
It am t going to be a Republican obviously We 
don't have any black Republicans If we're going 
to have a black governor i wouldn't want it to 
be Tom Bradley I'd want it to be you 
Shouldn't you be motivated to continue on in your 
quest for higher office'’ He said Well I have 
some guys that I deal with that are my close 
friends and advisers and there is a long-term 
goal but it’s not governor It's the U S 
Senate I don't know if that's changed since 
then That's fifteen years ago I never had 
this kind of a conversation with Willie since 
There would be no reason When I was in the 

legislature I had that kind of conversation with 
him [But] since I'm out it would be improper 
I think for me to have that kind of conversation 
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with him Not necessarily improper but unlikely 
because of the different roles that we play I as 
a lobbyist and he as a legislator 

I happen to think that right now Willie is 
as good as they get He's got his caucus whipped 
into shape it took him a lot of years to do 
it Let's see this is his tenth year as speak¬ 
er So it took him fully nine years to get that 
caucus in shape to where he can now really call 
it my house as he has a tendency to do Or 
my caucus and my membership which a lot of 
times people resented when he said that I think 
he can truly say that today He is just a hell 
of a speaker doing a good job 
[Interruption] 

Let's now have a discussion on how you became 
minority leader and how you were undone of your 
leadership You came in your first session you 
were secretary of the caucus Why were you 
I mean you came in 1966 it's Republican not 
moderate or liberal It's considered to not 

be moderate or liberal Republicans that are in 
fashion How did you become 
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I don't know Somehow or other most groups I've 
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been a part of I’ve been president of it My son 
seems to have that same talent if you will As 
I recall the actual mechanics of it Jesse Unruh 
had put together a tour for the newly elected 
members There were thirty-five of us I think 
in that first class freshmen Those from the 
south went on a tour in the north to see farm 
workers’ housing water projects prisons things 
of that sort—issues that we'd be getting 
involved in as legislators Then the northern 
group went south for the same type of thing 
That was assuming that we from the south knew 
what was going on in the south and those from 
the north knew what was going on in the north 
[Laughter] That was his first mistake 
What was the idea behind this'? It sounds like a 
very proper and a very [useful] device 
Well I think it was Interestingly enough it 
wasn't paid for by the state He had it paid for 
by special interests [Laughter] These are the 
contradictions of Jesse Unruh We had an 
airplane that was supplied by the special 
interests We had buses supplied by So at 


any rate it was a four- or five-day trip So it 
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was only natural that Republicans who knew each 
other as candidates and Democrats who knew each 
other kind of got together Bill Campbell and I 
were sitting in the front row of the bus because 
we always wanted to see where we were going 
Although I had met Campbell I really didn't know 
him That started our friendship And Bill 
Campbell said to me when they suggested that 
there be a secretary Why don' t you run'’ The 
Monagan group I don't think I guess I was 

agreeable to the Monagan group at that point 
because my Rockefeller and Kuchel credentials 
identified me as a moderate or liberal 
Republican So I guess they didn't work against 
my candidacy And Bill said Why don't you 
run? And I said Will you be my manager'’ He 
said Okay And he went out and helped me It 
was no big deal at that time Most people said 
Christ if he wants it let him have it I 

wouldn't touch it What do I want to be 
secretary of the caucus for'’ 

What were your functions'’ 

Oh it wasn t really a hell of a lot I was 
supposed to take minutes and I thought that was 
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a lot of bullshit I just didn't take much in 
the way of minutes [Assemblyman] Don Mulford 
was the caucus chairman Don Mulford was con¬ 
vinced that there was a communist in the rafters 
in every room in the University of California 
and he was obsessed with that He loved being 
involved however with the guys And he loved 
organization He conned me for maybe a month or 
two into being something that a secretary 
wasn't And I backed off It really didn't have 
a lot going They didn't have an executive 
committee at that time It was more title and 
ceremonial than anything It's evolved into 
something bigger but at the time it wasn't 
much So that's how I got to be secretary How 
I got to be minority leader is a little bit more 
complicated and I think a little more 
interesting 

It's a ten-year process isn't it*^ 

Eight years 
Eight-year process’’ 

The night that I got it there was a reception at 
the old governor's mansion that Jesse Unruh was 
hosting As I walked in the door his comment 
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was Jesus Christ Priolo I knew you had the 
talent to be a leader but it sure took you a 
long time to get there But I did it All the 
people he 

It sounds like one of the things that endeared 
you to Jesse Unruh [Laughter] 

Yeah right What happened was that I was 
supposed to be a part of the Monagan inner 
circle and for some reason there was bad 
chemistry I just didn't respond to Bob 
Monagan He had sent me in the middle of my 
campaign a check for a hundred dollars—or 
something--from his campaign fund signed by him 
which IS interesting I'm not sure it was signed 
by him There was a personal note however 
included in there saying Here's something for 
your campaign And incidentally I'11 be running 
again for minority leader I took umbrage with 
that I thought Now here's a hundred-dollar 
contribution I'm running for minority leader 
and I need your vote So I sent it back to 
him I said I don't need your hundred 
dollars My campaign is well financed And 
incidentally I'm not making any commitments for 
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minority leader So he apologized He realized 
he had offended me and he said I don't know 
what happened I did that late at night ' Well 
I understood later on when I was minority 
leader We saw to it that everybody got a check 
from the caucus in the hopes that it would buy 
their support for me as minority leader 
[Laughter] But in any case that was my 
reaction I hope that when I did it 
subsequently I did it more smoothly than he 
did Obviously I didn't because I lost my 
minority leadership 

But at any rate I then was secretary for a 
year A group of people--both the conservative 
and liberal group—decided Don Mulford was an 
embarrassment and they had to replace him as 
caucus chairman So after my first term was up 
I was nominated by [Assemblyman] Frank Murphy to 
be the caucus chairman Now Frank Murphy was 
definitely a part of the Monagan group So he 
obviously did this without checking first with 
Bob Monagan because Monagan called me and 
said Oh then we went to a vote and it 


was a tie vote 
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Against Mulford'^ 

Against Mulford So we adjourned until the next 
meeting which was a week or two hence This was 
during the interims right after the election or 
maybe it was adjourned until we were coming back 
into session in December It was going to be up 
to us to get our individual vote Well Monagan 
then called me aside and he asked me to back 
off He said I just don't need a fight in the 
caucus which seemed a little surprising 
because Mulford and he certainly ideologically 
were poles apart I think the reason was that 
there was no challenge to his leadership by 
Mulford Mulford was happy having his title as 
caucus chairman and going off chasing communists 
and he Monagan could do his job without any 
threat from his caucus chair Maybe I had shown 
myself to be a strong person Maybe he didn't 
think I would be a team player We had not in 
those two years developed a rapport So I backed 
off and I cut a deal with him that I would get 
chair You see we took over as a 
Majority*? 

As majority So he was now speaker So I got a 
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chairmanship And what does he give me'’ He 

gives me Elections and 

Reapportionment? 

Reapportionment It was quite some time 
subsequent to the census—four years prior--but I 
made the best I could out of that committee So 
this was all part of my evolution of drifting 
over and away from Monagan Monagan had a group 
that used to sit around his office having drinks 
every evening For one thing I didn’t drink in 
the evenings At that time I drank very 
little I started to drink a lot more later but 
at that time I drank very little I wasn t a 
part of that group I wasn't an insider I 

wasn't hanging-out I never was a guy to hang 

out anyway with anybody I mean I became a part 
of the inner circle of the Moretti group That 
wasn't a hanging-out shooting-the-bullshit type 
of group We did things together So I wasn t 
invited in there and maybe the door was open for 
me and I just didn't come through it I don't 
know But I found more and more that I was in 
disagreement with Bob Monagan and his whole 
behavior as a legislator and as a speaker-- 
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nothing moral about that I mean he's a man of 

extremely high character 

Was it ideological differences'^ Style*^ 

I think it was just style 
Style'? 

I think it was more style than it was anything 
else I just didn't like his style So I 
drifted away from him John Briggs had started a 
Wednesday--! think it was Wednesday--luncheon 
group He would sit in the middle of the Senator 
Hotel dining room where the whole world could 
see him along with the outs of the caucus 
every Wednesday When it started out he was 
paying for the lunches himself Somehow I 
drifted into that crowd The next thing I knew 
I was a part of the Briggs enclave Briggs had 
tried to run against By this time it was 

Bob Beverly That's right It was no longer 
Monagan Briggs had tried to run against Bob 
Beverly and had lost and I had voted for 
Beverly But then I drifted into the Briggs 
group because it was the Monagan group that 
Beverly just took over If anything it became 
more of a closed group under Beverly than it ever 
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was under Monagan As much as I like Bob and am 
supportive of him and liked his style I didn t 
like his group Then I went to Bob and I said 
Bob you see me sitting in the Briggs luncheon 
What goes on there I'm not going to report to 
you but I will tell you this As long as you 
want to stay in minority leadership I will 
support you I will not be a party to a group 
trying to unseat you He was very appreciative 
of that 

What was the cohesiveness of the two groups'’ 

The Briggs was ideology Briggs was a 
conservative 

But you weren t an ideological conservative 
Oh I probably drifted I probably drifted more 
in the legislature to the conservative group than 
I did [to] the Monagan group 
Why'’ 

I don't know I voted to maintain the death 
penalty I voted against the legalization of 
marijuana With those ideological things that 
came up I guess I found myself on the side that 
the conservatives were on those really big 


ones 


I think on the overall I was for the 
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environment I was very much environmentalist 
so I would be on the other side I think it's 
unfair to call Paul Priolo a liberal I think 
Paul Priolo was just maybe all over the track 
and maybe that's because of a lack of philo¬ 
sophy I don't know Maybe it was lack of 
ideology But I certainly was not a conserva¬ 
tive nor was 1 a liberal I just called them as 
I saw them and sometimes I was voting with the 
conservatives and sometimes I was voting with the 
liberals But at any rate here I was in the 
Briggs group when Beverly was minority leader 
Explain to me something before we go on the 
relationship between the leader of the caucus and 
the minority floor leader Why are there two 
different 

Well caucus chairman is the number-two spot in 
the caucus and his job is merely to run the 
caucus meetings 
All right Okay 

The minority leader is really the powerful 
person He is the spokesman on the floor The 
staff works for him The caucus chair didn't 
have a hell of a lot you know 
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When you became minority leader you changed the 
by-laws so that you could name 
The caucus chairman That enhanced my 
As secretary'’ 

No not secretary You see I just enhanced my 
power But that's how I lost Bob Cline as a 
supporter But I'11 get into that That's part 
of the story When Bob Beverly announced for the 
senate and resigned from his minority leadership 
in the Briggs group we decided that we would vote 
as a block So John Briggs who ran the meeting 

there said All right who wants to be minority 

leader’’ As much I would like to be I know I 
can't get the votes So he said Why don't we 
just have whoever wants to be raise his hand and 
whoever gets the most We'11 vote unit 

rule and that’s the person we will support 
Then it will be up to that person to go out and 
get the additional votes The only two people 
that raised their hands were Bob Cline and 
myself They voted and I got more votes than 
Bob Cline did So then it was up to me to go out 
and get enough votes to put myself over the top 
which I was able to do Cline may have thought 
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that I didn't know it but he was also out doing 
the same thing Just in case I couldn't put it 
together he would say But I can So what Bob 
Cline wanted was to be sure that he'd have the 
votes to take over in case I didn't On the 
other hand he in his own mind figured that he 
would be appointed caucus chairman because he was 
the other guy that had raised his hand 

So anyway I got the votes got the by-laws 
changed and got the support of the Monagan group 
led by Ken Maddy By then it was the Beverly 
group led by Ken Maddy He was sure I would 
appoint Bob Cline and was convinced that would be 
my demise That Cline would be a loose cannon 
So as much as they couldn't defeat me as minority 
leader they were going to defeat me once I was 
in by having a bad caucus chairman Well I 
fooled them I didn't appoint Bob Cline 
Who did you appoint'’ 

[Assemblyman Eugene A ] Gene Chappie who had run 

against me 

Right 

That brought Chappie around to be my supporter 
and made an enemy of Bob Cline If I had 
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appointed Bob Cline my own people I mean 

[Assemblyman William A ] Bill Craven came to me 
and sard Look I voted for you I am totally 
loyal to you But if you put that asshole in as 
caucus chairman you have lost my support Bill 

Craven has never been a man to mince words I 

said Well don't worry about it I'm not going 
to do it It was [Assemblyman] Gordon [W ] 

Duffy and I who sat down together and we made the 
decision that the person should be Gene Chappie 
and that would peel off some of the opposition on 
the other side So that's how I became minority 
leader 

Now you At least some written sources 

attribute your loss to your not learning the 
political lesson that a lame duck is a dead 
duck That you announced that you were going to 
be retiring and that opened up the way for 
someone like a Carol Hallett to kind of come 
after you What' s your assessment'^ 

There was for some time a group meeting in the 
office of [Assemblyman Gerald N ] Jerry 
Felando—Proposition 13 babies meeting-- 
regularly for the purpose of putting together 
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the votes to dump me To get their own 
There's more of us than there are of them 
We're the true conservatives 
Here the basis is ideological right*^ 

Yes it was definitely ideological Fortunately 
we were able to keep them from putting together 
enough votes 
How did you do that? 

Just kept working with the individual members 
that we saw might be [Assemblyman] Stan 

Stathem and [Assemblyman] Dave Kelley were a 
couple who were a part of that but on the other 
hand didn't want to dump me [They] would give 
me the opportunity to put together a U S Senate 
campaign I wasn't retiring from the 
legislature I said I made a decision I was 
either going to run for the Senate or leave 
Right At one time in 1974 did you consider 
running for secretary of state’’ 

No 

Never'’ 

Never 

Why did the California Journal have you listed as 
someone who was interested'’ 
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Did they’’ I don't even remember that No Oh 
I know why I know why Because I was chairman 
of Elections and Reapportionment and the 
secretary of state is chief elections officer of 
the state of California Yeah 

Let's get back to first of all why you wanted to 
be senator and how that worked into your leaving 
the 

Yes So I announced that and [Assemblyman 
David] Dave Sterling came walking into my office 
one day Dave was a loyal supporter of mine He 
had been a campaign chairman of Bill Campbell's 
before he came into the legislature So he and I 
were old friends Dave was just as loyal as 
could be but he said Paul you know you're 
leaving the legislature and it looks like Bruce 
Nestande is going to succeed you as minority 
leader I have to tell you Bruce Nestande's 
politics and mine are so far apart that I could 
never support him What I'd like to do is go out 
and see if I can put together enough votes to 
defeat him and I become the minority leader 
But he says 'I don't want to do that and in any 
way undercut you because I know you'd like to 
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see Nestande succeed you I said Well as 
long as you understand that I'm going to vote for 
Nestande and I am supportive of Nestande 
Certainly it's your right to do it and I'm not 
going to say anything to discourage you from 
doing that I encouraged him as naively as I 
could 

[End Tape 2 Side B] 

[Begin Tape 3 Side A] 

PRIOLO That was the moment that I lost my minority 

leadership when I encouraged Dave I had the 
power to say to Dave Don't do it but it never 
occurred to me to say that to him and in 
retrospect I never would But as I think about 
it that was my mistake So he immediately went 
out and started hustling votes Nestande said 
Geez do you know Sterling is out trying to get 
votes'^ I got to go out and see what I can do to 
get some votes lined up So immediately we had 
the competition between Sterling and Nestande 
VASQUEZ Did you help Nestande at all'’ To line up votes'’ 

I think everybody knew where I stood on it and 
really that's vague in my memory So the people 
who were meeting in Felando's office said Oops 


PRIOLO 
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now is the time to start counting votes 
The ends were splitting 

So they made a decision to go with Carol 
Hallett I don't know why You'd [have] to talk 
to them to find out why they decided Carol 
Hallett I believe it was because they just 
didn't feel one of their own freshman could be 
acceptable to enough people There were only a 
couple of veterans There was Hallett Stathem 
and Cline I think they were the only veterans 
that they had Oh and [Assemblyman Robert W ] 
Bob Naylor As I recall those four there may 
have been more So then it became a three-way 
race It was obvious that Sterling wasn't going 
to make it It became a two-way between Hallett 
and Nestande and Hallett got the votes I was 
able to go to a couple of people peel them off 
and say Jesus give me a break And Stathem 
was nice enough to say okay he was going to 
still vote for Hallett but he wouldn't vote for 
her now One day she walked in my office and she 
said Look I've got the votes I've got them 
committed They will vote now If you don't 

agree I will ask for a caucus I want to put 
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the votes up on the board and you have to 
understand that when one has the votes they have 
to have them recorded on the spot You can t 
wait So I said Okay Carol let's do it 
So I called a caucus and she got elected And 
that was it The Prop 13 babies I think 

it was Pat Nolan who said We got him And the 
thing evolved into a story that they dumped me 
Right That's the way That's why I want 

you to address it because that's the way the 
record is now 

I decided not to fight it I thought Who gives 
a shit'’ ' I know the way it happened I 
explained it once the way it had happened but it 
made better news that the conservatives had 
dumped this moderate And I definitely was as 
minority leader labeled a moderate So the 
conservatives continue on Prop 13 which 
continues on its way The conservatives are 
taking over the legislature They called Carol 
Hallett Margaret Thatcher West and it was a 
great victory Well it was a great victory I 

guess for them It hurt to be characterized as 

having been dumped against my will as though 
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suddenly one day we had a meeting and they dumped 
me All the dynamics that went into it were 
totally lost in the story and 1 decided not to 
fight it And you know what*^ Even today I talk 
about when they dumped me It's just easier to 
do it that way and so what 

Did you see any irony in getting defeated by a 
woman in probably the position that you most 
enjoyed in the legislature 
Oh no 

when you started in politics as a move 
against keeping a woman out of office'’ 

By then I had become a lot wiser on the issue of 
women in politics As I think the whole country 
has I think my evolution is just typical of how 
the whole country Not the whole country 

Some people still don't see it but the majority 
of people 

You said earlier that you got pretty bored with 
the legislature—with the assembly at any rate— 
and what kept your interest was [being] minority 
floor leader Why did you want to be senator'’ 
What made you think you could’’ 

Oh Christ everybody in Sacramento wants to be 
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either senator or governor—or in some cases 
both My head was turned by the publicity 1 
got a lot of press as minority leader My head 
was turned going into airports and having people 
come up and talk to me Going into restaurants 
and being recognized if not by face certainly 
by name What really did it was I went to a 
roast for Leo McCarthy I was a surprise guest 
at the roast for Leo McCarthy and it was here in 
San Francisco I had a constituent [Robert] Bob 
Schiller He was a writer for Maude and All 
in the Family and so he gave me some really 
good lines to use at that roast Some good 
Democrat lines some good ethnic lines At that 
roast between having that good material and 
feeling good that night I was on the same 

platform with Alan Cranston and Cranston was 
Cranston and I made a big hit in San 
Francisco People really applauded me To this 
day I have people telling me how the only time 
they had ever seen me before or met me was when I 
was at that dinner 

A man who was ray most intimate political 
confidant was a guy named Dr [0 James] Jim 
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Gibson When he was my administrative assistant 
he was hired by ARGO to head up their government 
relations department He actually wrote the book 
on corporate-government relations and political 
action committees I mean literally wrote the 
book He was on the faculty at Claremont 
[Colleges] So he's both an academician and a 
practical politician He was in the audience 
that night for ARCO They had bought a ticket-- 
or a table I guess—for the roast and he came to 
me after and he says You still want to go for 
Senate'^ I smiled and said Yeah but you 
didn't seem to think that I stood a chance 
No he says I think you can beat him And 
I said Why all of a sudden*? He said Well I 
sat there and I watched the two of you on the 
platform God he looks like he's dead and 
you're alive I think if we can put a campaign 
together to get you through a primary you can 
beat him in the general So that's when the 
decision was made all systems go Unfortunately 
I couldn't put it together 
What did you lack*? 

Money 
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Too much conservative money that you couldn't get 
at'’ 

Cranston had all the conservative money locked 
up He was vice chairman or the ranking member 
of the Senate Banking Committee at the time 
Boy his influence was just awesome I had Henry 
Salvatori 
Did you’’ 

Yeah Henry was a constituent of mine I'd gone 
back to Washington once [and I] ran into him on 
the airplane We flew in together He had 
rented a limousine at the airport and we rode in 
together I told him what my ambitions were and 
he said Well if you ever decide to go let me 
know I let him know and he said I'11 
support you You can use my name But I've had 
it with raising money for politicians I will 
not raise money I'11 give you a contribution 
but I will not be your finance chairman I will 
not raise money I said Hey that s good 
enough for me We showcased him but he was 
discouraged at the showcase luncheon that more 
big hitters didn't show up So I just couldn’t 
put it together 
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We had made an agreement within my campaign 
committee—the professionals--that we would have 
to establish thresholds raising the funds so 
much by this month If you don’t raise that much 
money you drop out If you do make it and you 
don't make the next threshold you drop out 
That’s going to be the toughest decision that you 
will make You might be close to it or you 
might say Gee we made the other threshold why 
give up now? And we all agreed that these 
were 

Whose idea was this'’ 

I think that was both [Ronald] Ron Birom who had 

been my chief of staff as minority leader and 

I think a marvelous political tactician He 
would have been my statewide chairman Yes I 
guess it was Ron's idea with the agreement of Jim 
Gibson I remember Ron saying to me--Ron's a 
great guy—he says It's going to be tough 
Prioli He used to call me Prioli It's 

going to be rough Prioli if that first 
threshold of $100 000 if you are at $88 000 and 
have to drop out But you've agreed that by that 

time if you don't have $100 000 you can't make 
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this goal of a million and a half Or whatever 
the grand total was It wasn't very high 
How many plateaus did you get to'^ 

Didn't make the first one 

Didn't make the first one You just couldn't 
make enough money*^ 


I'm delighted that if I wasn't going to make it 
that I didn't make it by the first So when that 
happened why that's when I knew I was leaving 
the legislature 
[Interruption] 

Before we get into some of the issues that you 
were involved with in legislation let me clean 
up a little of this election business 
You mean you are going to talk about govern¬ 
ment"’ I thought you were only talking about 
politics [Laughter] 

Well we should throw in a little government why 
not'’ But let's stay in politics for a while 
How much did the change from the Sixtieth or 
Thirty-eighth [Assembly] District affect your 
incumbency 

Oh it was my salvation I couldn't have 
continued in the Sixtieth District That became 
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a very liberal district 

And you moved up to Ventura County then*’ 

When the courts came out with their reappor- 
tionraent and I looked at where my home was 
located it was right in the corner In fact I 
was only one block into the Pacific Palisades 
district It was Pacific Palisades and Malibu 
which were part of the old district and that was 
all The rest was all new And I looked 
You picked up Thousand Oaks and Calabasas*^ 

Right When I saw Thousand Oaks I looked 

at the registration of Thousand Oaks I didn't 
even know where in the hell Thousand Oaks was 
But I knew I fell in love with it right then and 
there Just on paper because I could tell that I 
would get reelected as long as I could get the 
nomination in that new district Of course I 
had opposition 

You ended up having your closest races there 
against--or one of your closest races--against 
Betty Mann Why was she cut into it”^ 

Betty Mann'? I think the biggest reason and the 
first one was that I opposed Proposition 9 As 
an insider I thought Prop 9 was a bad thing 
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She ran her whole campaign on Prop 9 and she 
got more votes that time than she did the second 
time She was a resident of the area she was an 
activist in the area I was a brand new kid on 
the block Nobody knew me I mean she didn't 
beat me in Palisades or in Malibu I mean I 
trounced her there But the rest of the district 
where she was known as an activist she did quite 
well She came back and ran against me again 
and she didn't do nearly as well By then I'd 

done my homework and I was known But no I had 

80 percent new district 

Who were your supporters consistently in your 
district? Who did you go to*^ Who did you build 
support amongst'^ 

In the new district*^ 

In the new district 

The business community in Thousand Oaks 
principally That's where it was all at Oh 
yeah 

Developers’’ 

Oh yeah it was a city in transition at the 
time so the realtors and developers were 
definitely And retailers I was a 
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retailer myself and could talk their language 
The Republican club women loved me I had great 
great Republican clubs in that new district 
Woodland Hills Republican Women were just 
absolutely magnificent to me I adore them 
They ran my campaign headquarters for me I 
financed it so they loved that It gave them 
some reason for being organized if they had 
headquarters to run I financed their Republican 
headquarters and then they manned my personal 
campaign headquarters So the Republican Women 
though traditionally very conservative--they got 
a little pissed off at me now and then because 
they felt I wasn't as conservative as I ought to 
be--but they just liked me They liked my style 
my rapport I paid a lot of attention to them 
I involved them in my campaigns In fact one of 
their presidents Susan Rossie was probably my 
most capable employee I ever had She was a 
former president of the Woodland Hills Republican 
club and recognized maybe as the best president 
of her time Then she became my office manager 
She was just a wonderful person I think that 
she had a lot to do with maintaining my popular- 
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ity and helping me to build my popularity there 
and in the business community of the West [San 
Fernando] Valley 

In terms of style and appearances did you 
Were you conscious of or played off on your 
appearance*^ That' s a difficult question I would 
suppose 

No I was constantly told from the first 
campaign when I made some serious mistakes trying 
to be Robert Redford or something up the plat¬ 
form like I was an actor from Hollywood type¬ 
casting trying to be a politician I guess I 
failed miserably They said Just be yourself 
What was it you were trying to do'^ 

I was trying to be a real orator You know that 
type of thing a statesman and bring it all out 
as I was giving my speech I was green and naive 
and that sort of thing They said No just be 
yourself Sheldon Hayden a speech teacher from 
San Mateo Excuse me from Santa Monica 

Community College He was an honorary member of 
the junior chamber of commerce and whenever a 
person was president he would spend time with 
them helping them develop their speaking 
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ability And anybody else who was interested in 
asking him He just loved it loved working with 
young people A very dynamic speaker himself 
but a better instructor He worked with me when 
I was a legislator He would come to my meetings 
and he would listen to me and then he would make 
constructive criticism on it He thought I was 
extremely talented as a speaker as long as I was 
myself Don't try to be an intellect because 
an intellect you're not But he says Be 
yourself Just show your warmth and your caring 
and your feelings and let them all hang out 
Then on television I was repeatedly told by TV 
interviewers that they really enjoyed having me 
as their guest because of my comfort level 1 
guess I spoke with them as I am with you I 
wasn't intimidated by the camera I wasn't 
playing to the camera I just simply spoke to 
the interviewer I did learn the tricks 
however of looking over to the camera every now 
and then If I really wanted to make a point to 
the public I would look at the camera 
How important is oratory in modern politics do 
you think'’ From your experience'’ 


VASQUEZ 
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Maybe not as important as I thought it was 
because most of the members of the legislature 
can * t give a speech They are not good orators 
I think with higher office it's extremely 
important I mean if you don t come across on 
the tube in a favorable way you're not going 
anywhere Leo McCarthy You j ust can't go 

anywhere unless you are George Deukmejian 
Well George has a I shouldn't say George 

doesn't have George comes across better in 

a speech than he does one-on-one He has that 
deep voice and he sounds like he's in charge 
Has no charisma whatsoever but he does pretty 
well on the tube It would be interesting to 
see--if it's an [Attorney General John K ] Van de 
Kamp-Wilson [gubernatorial] campaign—how they 
come across on the tube But I think for higher 
office it's important to give a good speech 
Another political question Compare these for me 
if you will You served under two governors 
Ronald Reagan and [Edmund G ] Jerry Brown 
[Jr ] Compare the two governors Let's do it 
this way Let's narrow it down because it's an 
unfair question to put it that way Compare them 



143 


PRIOLO 


and their relationships with the legislature how 
they were able to work with the legislature 
Ronald Reagan didn't work with the legislature 
He simply saw us as the enemy Remember when 
Ronald Reagan went to Washington considering 
government his enemy [Edwin] Ed Meese [III] 
made it quite clear that anybody that was in 
government was a bad guy forgetting he himself 
had been in government for several years and 
Ronald Reagan had been in government for eight 
years before they got back there But they never 
considered themselves as having become a part of 
the process and Ronald Reagan had no use for the 
legislature none whatsoever 

I had very few opportunities to have one-on- 
one conversations with Ronald Reagan when he was 
governor But on one of those occasions I 
reminded him that there were a lot of us that 
came to Sacramento at the same time he did 
running on the same platform as he did trying to 
clean up this terrible mess left to us by former 
governor [Edmund G Pat ] Brown [Sr ] We 
really want to support you but we don't get an 
opportunity to know where you stand on the 
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issues I said I find myself being given the 
VIP treatment of being seated in the front row 
when you are giving a speech As a legislator 
I m escorted to the front You look at me from 
the platform and I don't think you know half of 
us from Adam's goat But we are there When you 
say something with which we agree we applaud 
Unfortunately if I want to know where you stand 
on an issue I have to go to those speeches You 
don t communicate to us in the legislature I 
got an interesting response I think his exact 
words were Damn it Paul I want to meet with 
the members of the Republican caucus but I'm 
told that I'm not supposed to do that I said 
Who the hell tells you that”^ He mentioned some 
members of his staff and Bob Monagan assures me 
that it isn't necessary And I said Well I 
just think that's bullshit I think you should 
meet with us I'd like to know first-hand what 
your position is rather than having to get it 
second-hand I think now as history is being 
written about Ronald Reagan and he's had sixteen 
years under the public eye that he was never his 


own man 
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Was he ever in charge? 

Never in charge Others were always pulling the 
strings and those who pulled the strings said 
Don’t associate with the legislators I think 
he on the natural his love of people and 
I'm telling you this may be a man who should 
never have been president of the United States 
Notwithstanding that this is one of the nicest 
people that you'll ever meet in your lifetime 
If there's anything that everyone does agree on 
about Ronald Reagan it is that he's a nice 
man That's a very important quality to have if 
you are to be president Unfortunately it's 
just simply not enough He lacked a lot of the 
other qualities 

Who pulled the strings when he was governor’’ 

Well I think that kitchen cabinet had a lot to 
do with pulling the strings 
Do you mean Ed Meese’’ 

Oh yes But I was thinking of the kitchen 
cabinet of the private sector That's William 
French Smith and Holmes Tuttle and Henry 
Salvatori that group I think they were some 
I think Ed Meese definitely had a tremendous 
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influence over him 
Judge [William P ] Clark*’ 

Oh yes Judge [William P ] Clark A guy named 
[Robert] Bob Walker somehow got himself into a 
position of great influence He had been the 
director of small crafts harbors [Department of 
Boating and Waterways] I think that was his 
first job and somehow he got pulled out of that 
into the inner circle of staff people To the 
best of my knowledge he's the one that influenced 
Ronald Reagan to veto the reapportionment on the 
basis that the constitution provided for a 
reapportionment commission to take over if the 
legislature couldn't agree That commission 
would be made up of the attorney general 
lieutenant governor and the secretary of 
state I forget who the third one was but in 
any case Republicans had two or the three of 
those So they said Hey this is a piece of 
cake The Democrats will try to shove something 
down our throats and you will veto it and the 
commission will take over and we'11 write a 
Republican reapportionment Democrats were 
convinced that that provision in the state 
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constitution was unconstitutional in the U S 
Constitution and they played it accordingly Bob 
Moretti was In any case not to lose the 

thought Bob Walker--at least it s my 
understanding—was the person who had the 
greatest influence over the governor on that 
particular Issue To continue on in the thought 
of reapportionment 
How about Casper Weinberger”^ 

I don't think Casper No I don't think so 
Everybody liked Casper when he was there the 
legislature as a whole He had been a legislator 
and so he knew how to deal with us He wasn't 
suspect of the process We were all disappointed 
with Casper Weinberger as secretary of defense 
for having totally gone in the direction that he 
did when he got back there Because that wasn't 
the Casper Weinberger that we knew as a 
legislator or as a director of finance 
Jerry Brown as governor and his relationship 
with the legislature'^ 

I think he I think the press just as they 

said they did with Ronald Reagan I think they 
pretty well nailed down Jerry Brown for what he 
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was Mr Moonbeam and marching to a different 
drummer wasn't interested in the mechanics of 
government Didn't want to be hands-on just as 
Ronald Reagan didn't want to be hands-on Reagan 
had others do it Jerry Brown's attitude was 
Listen to what I have to say Maybe that 

was a forerunner of Read my lips Listen to 

what I have to say and that's the kind of 
government that I expect you to deliver That 
[which] falls within the parameters that I 
say I think he was a terrible governor I 
think the few innovative things that he did were 
all I can't think of any of them that were 

any good His legacy in Sacramento were those 
buildings that he put up [They] are just 
horrible things They should be torn down and 
rebuilt 

I remember one night [Assemblyman John T ] 
Jack Knox used to have dinners at his house 
Sandy Klagge would cook pasta sometimes and 
invite members of the legislature and the 
administration to come over for pasta If she 
wasn't cooking they would have Frank Fats send 
in some food But usually Jack would cook he 
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himself or Sandy would cook the dinner It was 
just a nice place to hang out on Monday nights 
once a month I think it was Jerry Brown would 
come to those occasionally That's the good 
news I mean the man would make himself 
available to the members of the legislature No 
matter if you didn't like the product the fact 
is it was still there for you to interface with 
to touch it to hear it and discuss with him 
Ronald Reagan of course would never have 
dreamed of doing a thing like that 
He didn't socialize’’ 

Didn't socialize at all He was home He 

left the office at five o'clock every night to go 
home The jokes were You know a 

tremendous amount of jokes of why he let Nancy 
have influence over him and that sort of thing 
but he didn't socialize Jerry Brown would come 
to these dinners He would be at Frank Fats 
occasionally 

I remember once at Jack Knox's where Jerry 
came late and there wasn't a lot of food 
No that was a different night when he had to 
eat the leftovers But one night when he came 
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there we each had our plate and were sitting 
around the table talking I don’t remember 
exactly who it was that was sitting next to him 
but I was sitting there at the table Jerry 
finished his plate and then in the [middle of] 
conversation started eating out of the other 
guy's plate We all looked at one another and 
then looked at him [It] didn't register with 
him at all He was totally unaware that what he 
was doing Either he was unaware that he 

was doing it or unaware that what he was doing 
was improper and the wrong thing to do Christ 
all you had to do was get up and go get some 
other food As I recall Jack Knox said Here 
Jerry it looks like you d like to have some more 
to eat And he gave him another plate of 
food Without missing a stroke he took the 
plate and continued eating 

The point of the story is that he was every 
bit the egotist that Ronald Reagan was His 
style was just totally different Very wrapped 
up in himself In discussion with him it was 
very frustrating I guess it was his training 
for the priesthood but he used that Socratic 
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approach of making statements that would irritate 
you and then you'd respond We did have 
discussions I'11 say that for him Even though 
he was wrapped up in himself in what he was 
doing You never had the feeling that he was 
listening to what you had to say He was being 
an antagonist in the discussion Or protagonist 
perhaps would be the word because they were 
interesting but frustrating discussions that you 
would have with him But I think that the 
important point of this is that we had 
discussions I told him that and he just 
flipped out when the minority leader said Geez 
I've spent more time with you than I ever got to 
spend in eight years with Ronald Reagan You are 
available I don't like what I hear I'm not 
enthusiastic about what you have to say but the 
fact is that you're here So that part of Jerry 
Brown Jerry Brown I think wanted to be one of 
the guys Jerry Brown had never been one of the 
guys in his entire life I think that he would 
have liked to have been one and he was a fish 
out of water Were he not governor of 
California he would never been included in those 
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dinners If he had been a legislator he wouldn't 
have been included in them because he just 
wasn't that much fun to be around But he was 
after all governor He carried that title with 
him That opened doors for him 

Let s talk a little bit about your committee work 
and some of your legislation One of the 
committees that you were on pretty consistently 
was the Land Use and Energy Committee Why did 
you find that'’ 

Well I didn't ask for that committee When Bob 
Moretti became speaker he continued the 
tradition of giving a couple of chairmanships to 
Republicans and he gave them to Bagley Campbell 
and myself Campbell and I were his best 
Republican friends and Bagley had the Italian 
connection with him I think it had something to 
do with it They got along well He happens to 
be a very bright guy So the three of us got our 
chairmanships When Bill Campbell and I went in 
to see him to get our assignments he said that 
he had decided that the Health Committee and the 
Land Use Committee were the two committees that 
were left that he could give to Republicans He 
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said 'So I was thinking Paul of giving you 
Health and Bill get Land Use Well Bill 
Campbell had been serving on the Health Committee 
and 3 ust absolutely dreamed of being chairman of 
that committee So Moretti said Look you guys 
make your own decision on what you are going to 
be in So I agreed not enthusiastically but I 
agreed that Bill Campbell my roommate and good 
friend who really wanted the Health Committee— 
and I didn't know anything about the Health 
Committee--he would be chairman of that That's 
how I got Land Use and Energy That was all that 
was left That was a new committee And that 
probably was the activity that came home to roost 
against me more than anything else 
How"^ 

I had Republican opposition in the primary They 
researched that committee and things that we had 
done and votes that had been cast and there were 
so many pro-environmental things that we did 
Republicans at that time were not pro-environ¬ 
mental So that was used against me in my 
primary When I supported Gerald Ford over 
Ronald Reagan for president they called 
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attention to various things that I had done The 
Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Hazardous Zone Act^ 
which realtors hated us for--which today after 
the earthquake people realize the importance of 
that legislation—that was one that hurt my 
conservative credentials I was pro-environment 
1 guess as much as a Republican could I 
certainly wasn't an Alan Sieroty who was very 
much the environmentalist leader in Sacramento 
But as Republicans go there was no one who was 
more environmentalist than I was 
In 1975 you had A B 2979^ which called for a 
statewide planning process That I'm sure did 
not endear you to the Republicans 
No that definitely had to have been inspired by 
the communists After all to have the 
government do statewide planning They were very 
upset with me on that one The realtors and 
local government thought it would usurp their 
authority more centralization of government I 
didn't happen to believe that But to begin with 
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that was a bill that Moretti felt I had to agree 
to if I wanted the chairmanship That was 
It came with the territory 

Yes it came with the territory It was the 
cornerstone of his having a Planning and Land 
Use Committee We did some rewriting on that I 
didn’t really comprehend all of it It was just 
too complicated 

An agency was the goal of that 

Yeah right We held a lot of hearings I was 
willing to hold a lot of hearings on the thing 
We did a pre-print as I recall so that we could 
hold hearings before the bill was introduced 
Then when the bill was introduced it was not 
what the agencies had written It was what we in 
the committee had written But it was still 
basically the same piece of legislation I was 
convinced that proliferation of planning 
authorities in this state added up to a whole 
hodgepodge of authorities and mismanagement and 
that we needed some kind of a statewide 
coordination effort for what we were doing I 
would have totally opposed any taxing authority 
for whatever agency might get that authority Of 
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course I’ve worked very hard for local 
government input to the process But yes I 
believed then—I still do—in the need for 
statewide planning 

In 1976 you [sponsored] A B 2918^ which would 
give the Little Hoover Commission [on California 
State Government Organization of Economy] the 
authority to evaluate regulatory agencies What 
was that like*^ 

what I was really after was getting the 
administrative codes into print Nobody knows 
that we have that now But administrative codes 
had more impact on our daily lives than 
legislative codes do Nobody knew where to turn 
to find out what was going on That's what I was 
after I wanted the Little Hoover Commission to 
help us put that together 

What IS your evaluation of the Little Hoover 
Commission'’ Did you deal with it when Manning 
[J ] Post was the chair'’ What's your evaluation 
of his role and the role of the commission'’ 

Oh I think the Little Hoover Commission is 

A B 2918 1976 Reg Sess 
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good I think that Nathan Shapell has been there 
too long I think they ought to change the 
chairmanship of it Nathan Shapell is a very 
powerful person with that small-man syndrome I 
think he tries very hard to compensate for his 
physical stature by exerting himself the way he 
does He's been there just too long It becomes 
personal with him and I don't think that's the 
goal with the Little Hoover Commission And I 
don't think there's a hell of a lot of attention 
paid to what he has to say If he comes up with 
something really dramatic the press will get on 
it and if the press gets on it the legislators 
will respond After all the whole process is 
totally regulated by the press If the press 
isn't on an issue the legislators don't 
respond So the whole secret is to get the press 
interested in your issue and then you can get 
the legislature to get into your issue 
Occasionally the Little Hoover Commission gets 
the press on their side It needs new blood the 
Little Hoover Commission 

I found it interesting that in '72 you and 
[Assemblyman] Joe Gonsalves belonged to something 
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called LEARN Legislators for Educational 
Assistance Right Now Tell me about that 
[Laughter] We had a lot of fun with that Well 
there wasn't enough money for the schools and 1 
was from West L A where education was a 
principle issue The Jewish community has always 
been the leader in education and public 
education I had a big Jewish constituency so 
they had made that a major issue I personally 
agreed with them that there was need for greater 
financial support than the governor was prepared 
to give them that year 

Again you were out of sync with the Republicans 
Oh no not all Republicans I had some 
Republicans on that one Absolutely It s not 
true I might have been out of sync with some of 
them but it's a pretty tough one to oppose We 
had fifty-four signatures if I recall I think 
we had the magic two-thirds We went in to see 
Ronald Reagan We got a personal visit with him 
we told him what we felt and we showed him the 
signatures that we had of the members of the 
legislature who were supportive of our effort 
and it manifested in some more money 
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It did? 

Oh yeah That was fun Joe and I got to know 
each other and we've been friends ever since 
then good friends 

What do you consider to be the most important 
legislation that you were directly—or 
indirectly—responsible for? 

Well I was never a giant in the field of getting 
important legislation passed I think the work I 
did on the Planning and Land Use [Committee] was 
extremely important [It was] the forerunner of 
a lot that has happened since But as far as 
actual legislation the one I felt the most 
strongly about was reducing the age of majority 
from twenty-one to eighteen I felt very 
strongly about that If eighteen-year-olds were 
old enough to vote then they were old enough to 
be adults in every way I worked very long and 
very hard on that Of course the pendulum has 
swung the other way I think even though they 
still are allowed to vote at eighteen the age of 
majority is consistently being raised back up to 
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twenty-one Because it’s been proven that they 
can't handle the responsibilities of adulthood 
I think that's a great argument then to raise the 
voting age to twenty-one but that will never 
happen I wanted consistency [for consistency's] 
sake Maybe I was being a little vindictive in 
that one because I did not believe in the 
reduction of the voting age to eighteen I felt 
that most eighteen-year-olds were too immature 
too easily influenced to have the right to 
vote But by God if they were going to vote on 
the laws that were going to affect adults' day- 
to-day life they should be adults themselves 
You had to deal with Ronald Reagan on that one as 
well right"^ From my reading of the record 
No we got it passed The problem was not the 
administration on that one The problem was in 
the state senate I had big problems over 
there But Dave Robert! 

Was Don McGillivray in the senate at that time"^ 

He was never in the senate He was an 

assemblyman 

Oh sorry that’s right 

I don’t remember He probably was Dave 
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Robert! Why do you ask about McGillivray? 

VASQUEZ Because he was very much opposed to the eighteen- 
year-old 

PRIOLO Eighteen-year-old voter? Or the age of majority'’ 

VASQUEZ The vote 

PRIOLO The vote 

[End Tape 3 Side A] 

[Begin Tape 3 Side B] 

PRIOLO amendment that eighteen to twenty-one would 

still be in the jurisdiction of the juvenile 
courts In fact I think they are up to twenty- 
four I think the way we got the language--the 
compromise language--was the courts may 
decide In other words it was left up to the 
courts whether to remand them to the juvenile 
court or try them as adults not automatically 
were they a part of the juvenile court That s 
what got the bill through Then Roberti became a 
supporter of it 

VASQUEZ Let me ask you a couple of questions that might 
bring this all together What did you learn 
about politics'’ And what did you learn about 
government in the years that you were there'’ 
PRIOLO Oh Jesus' In the six minutes that we have 
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remaining’’ Well what did I learn about 
politics’’ Not a very exact science But on the 
other hand there is nothing new It's all been 
tried There's an experience out there somewhere 
that you can look to to see what to expect I 
think the real student of politics—pure 
political scientist—can pretty well anticipate 
what's going to occur Because it's all happened 
already So that's what makes it very close to 
being an exact science I found that power is 
the really dirty word in politics 
Why'’ 

Well in order to be effective you have to have 
power and once you have power it's difficult not 
to abuse that power The old cliche that what 
this country needs is a benevolent dictator 
Somebody who has the power of a dictator but with 
a heart of a Bob Moretti That sort of thing 
doesn't exist Because somebody that cares that 
much IS never going to get that much power The 
road to power just requires stepping on other 
people beating them down making enemies along 
the way defending yourself getting yourself 
reelected getting the support of special 
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interests being beholden to them and compromis¬ 
ing your principles All the things that happen 
in the course of one's political activities 
Without power you're nothing With power it's 
difficult for you to not be corrupted I think 
power does corrupt maybe not corrupt in the 
sense that one has to go to jail for something 
that they've done but in the sense that you do 
hurt people Maybe one group at the expense of 
another You hurt individuals in order to get 
You know the end justifies the means 
that type of thing 

What did you learn about government'^ 

Well I certainly agree with Winston Churchill 
that Democracy is the worst form of government 
with the exception of all others Individually 
the members of that California State Legislature 
were some of the greatest people I ve ever met in 
my life Some magnificent individuals But oh 
my God collectively the things that can happen 
and things that do happen in the legislative 
process It's shameful It's unbelievable the 
things that happen The behavior of individuals 
and caucuses and partisanship I've always 
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championed the tv 70 -party system That was the 
way to avoid The single party obviously 

IS going to abuse its power—it could be 
communism or a dictatorship—and you have to have 
a minority to counterbalance the majority to 
keep them from abusing their power I sometimes 
think that maybe we'd be better off with the 
parliamentary system of a multiparty Even 
though coalitions leave a lot to be desired it 
does keep that one party from having too much 
power When you have absolute power in the 
legislature and the governor's office as they 
did under Jerry Brown I think that makes for bad 
government If you have somebody that's an 
opposing force—a minority voice—you reach 
compromise which I think is necessary so that 
one doesn't abuse power I think that's very 
worthwhile Maybe out of my time in the 
legislature I've become a greater believer in the 
parliamentary process of government Now I've 
discussed that with members of the German 
parliament and they seem to think that the 
solution to their problems is the American two- 
party system* [Laughter] Because of the 
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problems they have with coalitions So who's to 
say*^ I guess my bottom line is it's very 
difficult for people to govern themselves 
One legislator that I interviewed recently said 
that people get better government than they 
deserve here in California By that he means 
that people pay very little attention and take 
government not as seriously as they should They 
don't give it the attention they should 
Well I'm not sure he really meant it the way he 
said it I think I've heard it and maybe I've 
used it You're getting the government you 
deserve If you're unhappy with government you 
haven't voted That's typical of people in 

public office to say that That's a cop-out I 

don't think it makes a damn bit of difference 
whether you vote or don't vote Jerry Brown got 
elected I think we figured it out it came 

down to 20 percent of the electorate elected 
Jerry Brown And we used to blame the electorate 
for the problems that he created I suspect 
under our system if everybody had turned out he 
still would have got elected and we would have 
gotten the same government from him Because it 
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wasn't the 21 percent that he looked at He 
looked at the difference between himself and hrs 
Republxcan opponent and decided he had a mandate 
and that he was in charge And he went off and 
did his thing I think people are just simply 
turned off [and it's] the reason that they don't 
vote That reference to that other person is his 
complaint with the fact that people aren't 
voting Well I think fewer are going to turn 
out because they are more and more disenchanted 
with the process 

There are those who feel that the system is 
going to have to collapse before people will get 
involved Maybe that's what's happening in 
Eastern Europe today People are able to get 
involved because they were able to collapse the 
system They were opposed to the system It was 
their system and it didn't serve the purposes of 
the people It collapsed and now they are 
involved Now I am certainly not advocating the 
collapse of our system I think the beauty of 
our system is that you can make the change within 
the system The communists couldn't do that We 

can do that So that's why you do need more 
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people active and involved in politics but I 
think you're going to have to raise the standards 
of the people who are participating I think 
that it's going to require a joint effort on the 
part of people that are in politics that are in 
academia that are in the media and in the 
corporations to get together to want to change 
it But remember if you benefit from the system 
you don't want it to change Those who are 
currently benefiting from the system will not 
make an effort for change It's only those who 
feel they are not benefiting from the system 
Can I ask you one more question*^ 

All right 

There is a stagnation in the legislative process 
not only in the state but nationally as well 
What do you think that' s due to'^ You see it for 
example in the number of initiatives of very 
critical issues that the legislators can't seem 
to take care of 

Well I blame it on right what we started on this 
thing yesterday on the partisanship I don't 
think they can make decisions because the two- 
party system isn't letting them do it The two- 
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party system has become so hostile toward one 
another both here and in Washington and in every 
other state It can’t hammer out agreements 
anymore I told you how Jack Fenton and I talked 
about how we needed a third caucus We used to 
hammer out agreements We can't do that any¬ 
more Democrat wants that'’ I'm a Republican 
Sorry I'm going the other way And vice 
versa Terrible situation We had those few 
radicals when I was in the legislature that felt 
that they couldn't agree with members of the 
other party But the vast number of us were 
willing to work together They're not willing to 
work together now 

There's not a sense of compromise'’ 

No It's all for the party now and who is going 
to be in control come reapportionment 
Is there anything else that you'd like to put on 
the record'’ 

No I've probably put too much 
Thank you very much for the interview 


[End Tape 3 Side B] 



